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came fo agreeable to t^ie. I was gla^; ta hctf (ci 
fcfular a Motion from the Gmiemn wh ^jf qi 
^eftnt in Power. It ia with the l^ighcfll; Satft- 
faaion of Mind that I now inform youi that 
they had my Concurrence. I account it an 
Honour to my (elf, as well as an Aft of Juftice 
to my Country, that I concurred with the 
Majority on this Occafion; and voted, Tiat 
the Land Tax for the Service of tif current 
Tear Jhould be no mote than One Shilling 
in the Pound. 

I flatter myfelf, that every one who gave his 
Vote, or declared his Opinion for o; againfl 
this Queftionj afted with (b true a Heart, apd 
with fo good an Intention, that no Apologies 
can be wanted on any Side. But I am not iti" 
lenfible what Arts are ufed to mifieprefentrdl 
publick Tranfa&ions; befides, I imift alviay^ - 
acknowledge your Right to know the Reafans 
of every Vote which difpofes of your Proper- 
ty $ nor fhall' I ever deny that I am accountable 
to the meaneft of my Electors: I thereforehoki 
myfelf obliged to explain thisQueftion to them 
in the largeft manner. A Task which. I under- 
take with the greater Chearfulnefs i (ince I am 
fo perfeftly fatisfied with my Vote in. this Cafe, 
that on the Merits of this Queftion, / am con- 
tent to flake my Hopes of your future Favou^-, and 
all my Intereft in the next EkSlion. 

The Propofition took its Rife from the Mo-» 
tion of an Honourable Perfon in the Jdminijira- 
tionj who diftingui(hcd himfelf a powerful 
Advocate for the Landed Intereft. Bei^ig Fit& 
in the Management of the publick Revenue, it 

5 princl- 
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priocipally belonged- to him to propofc the nc- 
ceflary Provifions for the Servjce of the curreot 
,Year^ There was^ when he m^dc this Propo- 
fitjipp, a Million to be r^ired in Aid of the Sup- 
ply voted. This Sum, Sir^ was eafy .to be 
rgjfed by the ufual Method of laying Two Shillings 
in jthe Pound on all tie Lands of England y the 
JLand Tax at that Rat|3 being always ^valued at 
a Million. And had the Homi^rftble Per/on mo- 
ved t{)is Rate of Two Shillings in the JPound, 
it would have. been voted immediately 3 it wpufd 
not have drawn on any Debates, nor have enci- 
cd 4n any Divifioo. Inftqad of a long Struggle 
, for two Days together^ inftead pf ^ very te- 
dious Contcft for many Hours caiph Day^ the 
whole' Sum of On? Million Sterling jnight have 
btfeq obtained in a garter of an Hour. Bi^c 
he thought this particular Eafe to himfelf ought 
never tp ftand in Comp^tjtion with the general 
Eafe of his Countrymen 3 and was therefore 
content, with great Chearfulnefi, thus to fore- 
go, his own Quiet and R?pofe, tfiat You,,che 
Freeholders of this Kingdonj^ might Ihare that 
Indulgence, fo juftly duo to tliofe who have for 
fo n^any Years fuft^inpij .the jgrievous Weight 
of a LandTa^. 

He promifed himfelf,.from thegreat Atten- 
dwcc which he ol>ferv:cd-on this OccafioPj^ that 
there was a general Exptftation in Favour of 
the Landed Intereft. In this Inftance he thought 
. it a peculiar Honour tp ! himfelf, tjiaf he_ wgs 
.plpading for the Land, an Advocate for all 
the Freeholders of Great Britain. H^ re^efted, 
that fh« Freeholders, were.thofe, whom, by the 
Law and Conftitutions of Parliament, hoc only 

the 
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the Knights of the SbireSj but alio every Mem- 
ber was fuppofed principally lo reprcfentc Thit 
Land was the Qualification of every Mem- 
ber, without which he could not fit or vote in 
that Houfe ', that this Qualification was provi- 
ded with a panicular View of Advantage to 
the Freeholders-, fince every Member being 
obliged CO hold a confiderable Part of his Pro- 
perty in Land, would thereby feel the Burthens, 
and know the Grievances of the Landed Inti- 
rejl% would likewife have the ftronger Motives 
to redrels their Complaints, and to indulge thehr 
Interefts, whenever they came under puWicfc 
Confideration. He farther confidefed, that 
the Staple Commodities of the Kingdom had al- 
ways been fuch as were the Produce oftBe^^apdi 
had always been favoured on that kccotmtby 
the Reprcfcntatives of the People j anc( that 
now the Queftion before them was, JVbetbir 
theyjhouldy or (hould nor, eafe the Land Owners 
of England. 

To eafe the L^nd, he thought A^as i nioft 
defirable Precedent. One Inftancc of Eafe to 
the Freeholders, wotild lay the Foundation, arid 
pfove the Beginning of a great Work, whicb 
heretofore was always thought impracticable, 
and never had till then been attempted. If the 
publick Ncceflitics fhould hereafter refc[uire this 
Tax to be again repeated, though he hoped, 
and trailed that it would be very long before 
fuch Neceffities (hould arife; yet it was but juft 
that till this became abfolutcly necejfdry^ the 
IFreeholdcrs (hould. h^ve Eafe. Being eafed hi 
Times of Peace, they would have the greater 
EncouragemenrJ they would be induced with 

jgreater 
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greater Chearfulnefs to fupport the Publick 
whenever we are threatned with War. 

This Precedent was the more defirabic, 
becaufc it was offered by the Courts and arofe at 
the Motion of the Minifters. If accepted in this 
inftancc, it might be again repeated j in all Pror 
oability it would. No Man who heard him 
fpeak, and confidered how long this Parliament 
had continued, as alfo how foon they muft pro* 
ceed to a new Election } no Man could imagine 
that he ihopld be inclined to load the Freehol- 
ders at any time if it might be avoided % but if 
this was not accepted now, he knew not 
when it might be attempted again. Hebe- 
lieved this Attempt, if not accepted at this 
time, ipuft be final, fince no Opportunity 
could be wcUcxpcftcd wherein this Propofition 
could be made with more Advantage j and fince 
fo great a Difcouragement, as a Negative put on 
tpe prefent ^efiion^ would deter himfclf, and, 
he feared, gjl other Minifters from' propofing ic 
hereafter. 

Of all Taxes, he rightly judged that the 
Jjind Tax was the moft uneqtial. He did not 
make this Obfervation from the Inequality of 
Ijnying and paying it, but becaufe it was paid by 
the Land Owners dnly^ who bore no proportion 
to the Body of the People i by which means 
great Sums of Money were raifed on a few Men 
tor the Benefit of many 5 than which nothing 
cquld be more unequal. He declared in the 
firongeft Termsy that as to the Manner of layini 
^nd paying thi$ Tax, however unequally it hac 
b^^R raifed on difFercnt Parts of the Kingdom j 

yet 
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y«t any Alteration in this cafr, was what he 
Ihould never propofe or attempt: It was too 
much for him to verlture upon 5 it was a moft 
imprafticable Work, and he believed that .no 
Man would ever enter upon it, as he Was furq 
on his own part that he never fhould. Art 
Abatement Bf the Latid Tax was therefore in his 
Opinion, tne only Eafe which could be given 
to the Freeholders. They had palid this Tax 
without Iritcrmiffion for the fpace of forff 
Tears. It had become a Rent Charge upon their . 
Lands. Even if it was but fomctimes abated in 
this manner J yet that an altfcrnate Eafe would , 
be a very promifing Relief to the landed Men : ' 
it would ^ive them juft ExpeAarions of a 
total bifcharge in times to come: And this 
being but the Beginning, would lead the Way , 
to future Attempts of this nature j but if re- 
jected, could hardly ever again be propdfcd ; 
and therefore from the Determination of that 
Day, it would be known and declared, Whethir 
a Land Tax of at leart Two Shillingi in fhd 
Pound was to become a perpetual RENxCtiARGEi 
en all the Lands of England. 



If then the tand Tax flioulcf be abated, or 
in any degree taken off, another Fund muft b6 
propofed, and ftibftitiited. in the Room of it, 
met the Supply given for the Service of the 
Publick murf be made good j and if the Land, 
which dfed t6 raifd' the Supply, be feared, fome 
dther p^rt of Ptopcrty maft be charged, on 
which the Burthen win more equally be laidy and 
tnbre eihjtljhe faifed. To this End the Honour- 
able Peifon in the ' Adminiftrdtion prop^ied thd 

DfoTiis 6b Salt^ as they hsuf been gi<^en by 
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Icvcral A6b of Parliament in the Rcigri otltin^ 
tVilliam the fhird^ and taken ofF about twd^ 
Years ago. From thcfe Duties he proposed' 
to raife Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds in leS 
ihan the ibace 6£ ihre'e Tears. And this 
being the Fouridatiph of that gteat Work , 
wbich was now to be cbmmencedin eafe of the 
Landed Intereft, this was neccflarily to h6 
triade the firft Refolution of that JDay ; Aftci? 
» which, when this fhould be rfcfolvtd, the Hb-- 
murable Per/on declared, he would then do him- 
felf the Hoiioiir to move in Confequence of it,' 
|hat ONE SkiLLiNG IN THE PouND, and nii 
more^ be laid on the Land for the Service if thi 
turrent Teah . 

' You may^ Sir 9 perhaps be furprized, tiiat 
tropofitions fo vifibly calculated for the com^i 
tnpn Eafe and Beriefit of the People of EnglanJj 
^oiitd ever adtait of any Altercation: Yet thii 
nwfiQ:^ ever be. cxpeded in Publick Affairs, all 
Coniinunities being compounded of vaHous In- 
^ereftsy^ which often inccrftre afid clafh with 
each other. It was very juftly obfetved by thd 
ifpnourdbh Pfirfon^ that there will ev^^'( be Ob- 
je(9:.iohs to all Taxes by thoft who pay them. 
And jt is as trucV that every uHequal Taii^ how-*, 
evet^it'jnay be complained 6f by thofe wha 
bearjt, v^iU be maft approved by thofe who 
Sre leaft afte&cd by it. The irioft univerfal 
Benefit to Mankind will be oppofcd by rhofe^ 
who have private Advantages arifing froth the 

f' >ublick Inconvenience. Yoii ihuft ha^e frequent 
nftances of this in all the Counties of England. 
VoU:havefeen Oppofition made to Attempts 
for improving iht Nanfigation of Rivers^, the' 
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^uilding of Bridges^ inclojing of CommonSy or im^ 
proving ofwajie Lands \ and we who live in thi: 
Cities oi Loudon and Hfeftminfier^ have fecn Op- 
pofition made even to t,he Methods of laying 
Water into our Houfts for the common Neccl- 
fities of tiife. Tbc 'New River when it was 
firfl brought to London^ occafioncd a mighty 
Clamour among all who had a private Int;ereflb' 
ajgainft the pubTick Advantage. Alj^whofe In- 
tereft it was that we fliould pay dear for our 
tVater, were againft any Methods to make it 
cheap. And the Journals of Parliament fhcw^ 
lis Petitions in that Inftance againjl Mnging of 
U^ater to London by Pipes ^^ becaufethofe whole 
Bufincfs it was to bringit to ourHoufes in Fejfels^ 
would hold that Employment no longer. ^ 

• • • . . - 

Thus it is in the Competition between the 
Salt Duties^ and the Land uax. Though the Salt 
Duty be ever fo e^ual and eajy^ or the Land 
Tax ever fo heavy and difproportionate > yet thofe 
who feel the Duties on Salt, and cannot be 
charged to the Tax upon Land, would un- 
doubtedly rather chufe that the Land fhould 
pay a mofi^rievous unequal Tax, than that the 
Salt (hould pay any Duty at all. This Paffion, 
which almoft every Man hath to fhift the Load 
from his own Back, and lay the heavieft Weight 
entirely on his Neighbours Shoulders, when, if 
he bore an equal Part with his Neighbour^' 
both . might bear it with great Eafe and Con- 
venience; It is this* Paflion, <S/r, that make^. 
too many averfe to an Aft of Eafe in favour of 
Land. It makes them not only fierce Oppo-f 
ncnts themfclves to any fuch Indulgence, how- 
ler juft or well deferved) but it like wife draws 

after 
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after them into the fame Oppofitioo, all w^o 
depend on their Vo(es, or their Intereft^ all 
who o\»'e Eledions to their former Influence, 
and muft again refort to the (ame Affiftance. 

Add to this, that in every Inftance of Re- 
lief given to the Publick By an Adminiftration, 
it will ever be oppofed^ becaufe it is envied. 
Thofe who interifely hate a Miniftdr, and in- 
CefTantly labour to byals the Populace agairift 
him, fuch M^n are fure to grudge that Glory 
which he acquires by eafing the People. It is 
liever for the Intereft of ambitious Men out of 
Power that the Minifters (hould do populdf 
Anions*, it fs their higheft Intereft to defeat 
them and to difcredit thcift ; and in Truth, Sir^ 
I muft confe(s my Opinion of the prefent Con* 
tcft to be, that it was chiefly a Struggle, H^^ 
ther the jtdfkiniftration Jhbuld have the Honour of 
eafing the Landed Men, and by relieving the 
Burthens^ Jecure the Afii^iohs of the Reople of 
England ? 

' Aeain, 5/V, as wc ire never to conclude a* 
gdnft any Propofition, becaufe it is violently 
pppofed, neither ate we to bear too bard in our 
(jenfures bf aU who concur with the Oppofi- 
lion 5 for it is the Glory of Truth to bear the 
ftrifteft Trial, and' it is the Right o^Englifiimen 
to make the fevcreft Enquiries* Neither is it 
poflible that popular Aflemblies fhould be with- 
out Divifiotts of Opinions, cyeii tho* it were 
poflible to be without a Divilion of Interefts j 
ioi Men have fuch different Ways of acquir- 
ing Knowledge lind forming thdr Opinions, are 
to apt to be led away by the Perfuafton of art- 

Bz ful 



fql Men, and byafled by the Sentiments of thcii' 
Friends, thofe whom they love or efteem, an4 
daily converfe with« that even with the beft 
good Views and trued: Hearts, many will fomeT 
times unhappily appear in Oppofition againft 
|he plaineit and greateft Point of Equity, not 
fcnfible of their Miftake, nor apprehenuve of 
ItsillEfFe&s: We tnuft therefore judge of thoip 
Men who differ from our Opinions, ^s we 
would be confidere(^ pur (elves, wi;h ^hc ut- 
inoft Candor and fair Conftrudions. 

We are, Sir^ rather obliged to the Gentler 
men who fo warmly oppofed thi^ Relief to the 
Land, than we can be faid to have any Com- 
plaints againft them $ for befides the Humani-^ 
ty which always forbids us to cenfiire unfuccefs-^ 
ful Men^ and the Compaifion which powerful- 
ly pleads for the f^anqui/hed^ we iland indebted 
to them for the various Lights in which WQ 
now fee the great Advantages of this Eafe to 
the Landed Interef); ^ Lights which had never 
been opened to us, had it not been for the 
Urong Oppofition which appeared: And there- 
fore with mc it is a Queftion, whether w^ arc 
pioft obliged to thofe who had fo go$d Capaci^ 
ties^ and took^o much Pains to explain thi^ Af- 
fair J or to thofe whofe Perfeviranc^, in Contrar 
4i£liQn gaye tl^em fii;;h ample pcc^fioq to ex« 
plain it ? 

Great Advantage was taken from the Charge 

of collcding t\m Salt Duty : And to obviate 

this, it will be neceflary to ftate this Revenve, 

9s it w^ dpq$ with gr? at Clearn^is and Ex- 
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nAnefs by the Uonourabk Perfin in the Admini^ 
firation. 

The Gross Charge of this Duty is difle- 
renp from the Gross Produce. There is more 
charged to the Revenue than is paid to it: And 
this will be explained by .confidering how it is 
charged and difqharged ; how the Charge which 
exceeds the Produce happens to be created^ and 
how it is cancelled. 

The Gross Charge, Commu-\ 
mbus Jnnisy was about — •?— mf^^ ^ ^^^ 

Out of which Grofs jimounf^ there ' 

were many Allowances and Draw^ 
backs to 'the Dealers in Salt and 
Fijb I no Part of which was a Charge 
upon the Subjed;. 



Discount on Prompt Pay- 
MENT) was 3%ree Pence per Bufhel 
on White Salt, Four Pence per\ 
Bufliel on Rock Salt, and Four Pencei 
on Foreign Salt, carried twenty Miles' 
by Sea, from Port to Port— — 
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Allowance for Waste on-^. 
Salt carried Coaftwife, was an J 
Abatement ofjh'ee Pence per Bufliel / 
on all l^ite Salt^ and ^ee Half-y j i^ooa 
fence per Bufliel on Rock Salt olx-C 
ried twenty Miles by Sea, from Port\ 
19 Port — — — — ~J 
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Salt Exported. All Salt wasn 
charged with the Duties when de- ( 
littered from the Works (hoc when J 
litiade, but wheii (old ihd deliver- 1 
fcd.) But for the Encouragement of I 
the Traders in Salt, the Exported 
tntrcd into Bond to pay the Duty 5 
Whicif Bond Was cancelled upon a 
Debenture made out, verifying the 
Salt CO have been exported. 

Sal* Ldsr at SfeA. Salt for. 
which the Duties had been paid, if 
afterwards loft at Sea, the Merchant 
upon Proof of the Lofe, was al- 
lowed ro buy the like Quantity 
Duty-free — — — ::!*••" 

Rock iSaLt MELTEb.^ jRock\ 
Salt was charged with the biity at I 
the Pitsj ind wh^n melted and] 
made into TO^hite Salt, foch white | 
Salt wa*>^alfo cha!rged with the! 
Duty 5 but the Refiner or Maker | 
had an Allowance or Abatement out r^ 
of fuch Charge, for fo many Buflicls 
of Rock S^k for which the Duty 
had been |^aid, as he had melted 
down land made ufe of in makirtg 
white Salt * . >v •r* « .^ 
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Sa^t Ppty tree f.o^ the'' 
' If; 1 5 « ^ RX. Cur<rs. of ififh 
paid ho Duty, npiiliifr did they 
give Bonds for what S^lc tbcy 
ufe4 in Cuf^Pji FifljL^ hw i;he 
QliWtkie^ which tljey tpok; up; 
for. thaf purpofr, were ch^gcd 
in the Accounts of the Ofl5<;e^ 
arid, difcharged upon dye Prpqif 
givea, that ichc. Salt bad he^n 
ufed. in Curing of ^ifh -r-, 

Si^LTEQ BEtBF Ah;i> PoRn\ 

ExpoRTEi^, Thjfis,aPf^ivr/j 

l^ap k of Five.'Pence pff B^rfiU^^ 

: facing in.lieu.of tbp Duty paicjff ' 

. for the Saij ufed in Ciiringy 

fiich Beef or Pork, - ■' .^Jj 
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Total of • Dqdu^twos: fropi thCrKx^2.:5'n(j^o- 
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^ 19,990 



Nctt Produce of the Salt Duty^— -lof^jro 
From which Nett Producii\KtiAx^^ 
to the Publick, tliere muft be dc- 
duded the Sui^ annually paid ce^ 
- ^4crehants, Exporters of Fifh, for 
^ thePpemium otBounty granted by 
an A£t malde in the Reign of i%r 
Ute King (George I. oh che Es^pdr** 
ration of feverat Species of Fith *- 
Nett Slim paid into the Eiivbepier^^ 
oft the Credit of which, Five hun- 
dred tboufand Pounds is to be. n6w 
• raifed ■■■■ ' . -:: — ..' • - 



'^S(J,3fo 



Net* Prodj;c 
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The Sum of is>o6oL per Annum^ mentioned 
in this Account, is a real Charge fubfiftinjg^ 
though no Duty on home-made Salt fhould he 
impofed. It is at this time charged on the'^ 
Duties paid upon foreign Salt Importcfd $ a[nd 
thofe amounting to very little, this Bounty is 
made good out of the OU Subjidy^ to the Di- 
minution of the Sinking Fund. Let it thein be 
raifed in which way foever the Parliament (half 
direft, whether by Cuftoms or by Excife, there 
muft ftill be a (Jharge of Management at- 
tending it. If it be raifed on th6 Salt Duty^ 
and not on the Old Subfidy, why then the 
Sinking Fund b&th the Benefit of it, add the 
Difcharge of the National Debt is advanced 
many Thoufands per Annum. This therefore 
diftinguifhes tkp Charge of Management j and 
we muft allow a due Proportion otthe ifooo/. 
as well to the Sum paid in Bounties to the JEse- 
porters of Ftjh^ as to the Sum dejiredfor the Ser^ 
vice of the current Teary for theft two Sums 
jointly conftitute the Next Produc^e, though 
they are dijiinflly appropriated. 

. The Nett Sum paid into the Exchequer,, if due 
Allowances are made, (as others belldes this wh kh 
we have juft mentioned ought to be made) will tioc 
be found to cod: the Publick in raifing, above 
TwenfyT'woTljoufandVoundsper^num.Thc Sum 
of Five lAndred Tiou/and Pounds propofcd to .be 
raifed on this^ Credit, has almofl three Y^rs 
allowed to raife it in. Every Man in common 
Life would rather chufe three Years than one 
Year, for the Payment of a Debt. He would 
even bear an extraordinary Expencc, for \hc 
Indulgence of extraordinary Time. The 
Charge of Management on the whole D^uty, 
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ts not ttiQvt^enfer Cent. And what Gentfenlan 
in private Life can manage his Eftate cheaper ? 
The Land Tax is indeed collcfted for lefs, but 
ought by no means to be compared with Du* 
ties of th^ kind^ AfTeflments on Lands not tt' 
quiring, the feme careful Infpeftion, the fam^ 
Guard and Attendance, nor being liable to 
Frauds like Cuftoms or Excif« : Yet the Land 
• **Tax cofts the Publick, i ?foo/. per Ammm^ by 
parliamentary Allowance and other neceflary 
Charges of Management. Nay further it 
cofts 4000 /. more on Account of an Office 
kept in Commiflion to fuperintend it. And 
thus if the Salt Duties coft xioool. for the 
Charge of Management, the Land ^ax cofts 
near 1 8000 /. So that where is the vaft Difference ? 
To aggravate this Clamour againft this 
Charge, loud Complaints have been made of 
FnAtJDs in the Management. But this manner 
of raiCng the Duty on Salt is lefs attended with 
Frauds, than any other Excife whatever. Let any 
one examine the Articles of the^r^y} Charge^^ovt 
iiiegrofs Produce j he will find that there is no Mo- 
ney paid or returned^ to tempt the Avarice^ or 
encourage the Frauds of knavifh Dealers. The 
whole grofs Amount exceeding the grof$ Pr^- 
duce^ is charg*d and difchargxl by Entries of 
Debtor and Creditor^ in the. Accounts of the 
Office. When Salt is taken up for Expor- 
tation, a Bond is given for the whole Duty 
payable on home Confumption\ and this Duty 
muft be paid, unlefs a Debenture is brought to 
the Office, figned by the King's Officers, who 
tnuft have been Eye-witnefTe^ to the Expor- 
tation of the Salt 5 upon Which the Bond 
given id exchanged for the Debenture. It is 
the* lame in other Articles of the Grefs Amomtx 

C Where 
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Where the Duty is charged by Entry in thcO/V 
jice-AccounU^ i!>can on^ be difcharged upon 
due Atteftations given, that the Salt hath been 
u(ed as is required by Law. There is but tme^ 
Draw'back in Money to be found in the whole 
State of the Salt Duty ^ this is the Draw-back 
allowed the Exporters of faUed Beef and Parky 
in lieu of the Duty paid on Salt ufed in caring 
fuch Provijions 5 and this, which is the only In'* 
fiance of the Kind, amounts to no more than 
the trifling Sum of One Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds. Where then can there be Frauds, or 
how are they prafticahle ? 

In Truth, whoever looks upon the State of 
this Duty, though he fhould admit that it is 
raifed with the utinoft Striftncfe and Rigor, 
will fee, from the Nature of it, that it can ne-^^ 
ver pay above Three Shillings and one Penny fet^ 
Bumel. The fingle Article of Prompt Pay* 
tnent brings it to this Rate; and fhoqld we ad^^ 
mit that there is not that Wafte which is al* 
lowed for by Parliament, yet would an Allow 
ance even for Wafte that never happens, provo 
a great Benefit to th? Inland Trading Towns ; 
for as this is only allowed on Sa}t Water borne 
Coaft-wife, it confeqqently muft enable the 
Pealers in Salt to fell it Three Pence ^r Bufliel 
cheaper to thofe Counties which live diftant 
from Salt Works, and prove an Alleviation of 
the Charge of Carriage ^ fo that it muft make 
f he Price of the Commodity n^ore equal all over 
the Kingdotq. 

But I will go further with relation to the 
Frauds objected againft the Management of this 
Duty. It we allow what we know muft be 
TOpoflSblc 5 if wc allow the Grofi Amqu^ g? 

bovc 
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ilbdv6 the Grofs Produte^ the whole Sunt 
rdeafed to Curers of Ftjb^ &c. being z^g^^joL 
I fay, 5/>, if we allow it all to bean entire Fraud j 
though we are certain it cannot betrtt ) yet od 
this large and unbounded ConceJJian to thoie who 
cppofe the Queftion, it would be fo far front 
fhroving any thing to our Difadvancage, that it 
would reduce the Duty charged on the Subje£fe 

to lefs than "Sixteen Pence per Bujhel. 

» 

Havirtg thus removed the Charge bt Frauds 
in the Management, we fliall next, Sir^ exa-^ 
ittine every Article of Grievance objefted to the 
Salt Duties j namely, that it is a Burthen on the 
Mdinuring of Lands ^ on the Navigation of Great 
Britain, on the Exportation of Provijions^ and oil 
Home Confumption^ cfpecially among the Farmers: 
Not one of which Objcftions will bear Exami* 
nation* 

In the Manuring of Lands^ any Quantity of 
foul Salt may be had gratis for carrying it oif 
from the Pits, and no Duty is ever paid or 
Charged, but the Perfoii who takes it away to 
manure his Land, having an Officer with him^ 
b entitled to ufe it Duty-ffte. 

In the Navigation of Great Britain^ the Saft 
Duties can hardly be called a Burthen. By 
Accounts from the Viftualling Office for three 
Years, ofContrads made for Salt ufed in the 
Service of His Majeftys Navy^ the Charge fbir 
Ten Thoiifand M^n appears to have been^ at a 
Medium 2600 /. per Annum Eistraordinary Ex- 
pence occafioned by the Duty j which is no 
Jftore then fin^e Shillings per Man. If then the 

Q z -whold 
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whok Navigation carried on by the Merchants of 
Great Britain^ be fuppbfcd to employ Thirty 
Thousand Sailors \ and niore, 1 believe, <ian- 
not be proved to be in their Service 5 on my 
own Part I imagine, and perhaps I could prove 
the Number to be lefs j why then the Duty on 
the 'whok Confumptim of Salt in that Service 
will not exceed 7800 /. In the Provifion for 
a Ship of I f o fons for fix Months, the Duty 
on the ufual Proportion carry'd out is never 
more than Forty Sifiltings. Yet this hath been 
a Clamour loudly ecchoed, as i( Seven or Eigbt 
Tboufand Pounds per jitmum was a grievous 
Load on the whole Navigation of Great Britain^ 
which grew and flourifhed with this Duty frue 
and thirty Tears together.^ notwithftandiogthat 
this Duty, of which we have had fo long Ex* 
perience, and from which we have found no 
Inconvenience, is now reprefented as what muft 
prove the Ruin of our Navigation, and the 
Deftrudion of our Commerce. 

Men who have never been acquainted with a 
Seafaring Life* may be impofed upon j but 
thofe who have known ic, can very well teftify, 
that Salt Provifions are not the only FiSuaUing 
of Sailors. In Port they always expend Frejh 
Meat'^ at Home, and at moft Places Abroad. 
In Foreign Voyages, Drfd Fijb^ Flower^ Fruity 
Rice^ &c. are great Part of their Vidualling. 
In America^ "fortoife^ Cod^ and other Sorts of 
Fifli, are to be confidered as a Saving to other 
Provifions. In moft Voyages made to the fFefi 
Indies^ hardly any Salt is ever ufed which pays 
Duty. The Ships employed in that Service go 
to Ireland for Vi&ualling to the fTeJl Indies j 
I and 
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and when their Provifions are fpcnt, they cure 
fufHcienc Quantities for the Remainder of their 
Voyages with American Salt. All who trade 
to Swtb and North Carolina^ Firginiay Mary^ 
l($nd^ Penfilvania^ JVi?w T&rkj New England^ 
and Newfoundland^ have this Advantage on 
their fide, that they vidua! outwards in Ireland^ 
and homewards in /i&^yJ Colonies. Judge then 
how many Thoufand Sailors muft be employed 
in the Navigation to oxxic Northern Colonies. All 
tbefe cannot pay any thing to the Duties on 
Salt ; and this Branch of the JBritiJb Naviga-^ 
tion muft entirely be Duty Free . So that the 
Charge of Duty on Salt Provifions ufed for the 
Merchants Service^ might be proved to coft 
them l€& than Four Sthoufand Pounds per 
Annum. 

Neither is the Salt Duty a Burthen upon the 
Exportation of Provifions 5 for therei$ai>rtf'Z(;« 
hack allowed the Exporters, in Lieu of the 
Duty which they have paid. In Cafe too no 
Drawback was allowed them, yet it would not 
occafion that Difference which wc find between 
the Price oi Provifions here, ami in breland ^ 
from which Kingdom they are exported 
cheaper than from hence. In Ireland they 
have m Land Tax 5 and where the Land is not 
Taxed, doubtlcfs the Charge of Pasturage, 
ajcui the Price of ProvifionSy will be lefs in Pro- 
portion. A very confiderable Rcafon that wc 
Ihould eafe our Lands, if we would have our 
Provifions cheaper. But there is an eternal 
Truth in the Cafe, which will ever vary the 
Price of Provifions between us and that King- 
domw Provifions are d£ar every where in Pro-* 

portion 
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portion to the Number of People ; and all Coft$* 
moditics rife in their Price according to the Del- 
mand for them^ or to their Diftance from a 
Market. It is this that makes FiSlualUng at 
London dearer than at Cork or JVaterford. 
It is this likewife that makes FiSlualUng 
at Newcaftk almofl as cheap as in Ireland i 
An jltre of Ground is the fame in all Countries 
under the fame Climate j it will produce the 
fafne Quantity of Corny or feed the fame Num» 
her of Cattle \ but both the Corn produced, 
and the Cattle fed, will bear a Price propor- 
tioned to the Number of thofe who demand 
them; or if they are carried any Difknce to a 
Market, according to the Charge of carrying 
them thither : So that we fee the Difference of 
Provifions in their Price (lands on another Foat:« 
ing than that of the Salt Duty. 

This Duty will be no Burthen upon th6 
Farmers. Whatever Salt they ufe in making 
lip Goods for the Market^ is paid for at th6 
Market by the Buyer, and falls where it ought 
to fall, upon the Confumer. Nor in their 
own Families is it heavy 5 for if it cofts t^he 
Shillings per Head at Sea, half the Quantity of 
Salt not being ufed in curing Provifions for 
Land 5 why then, if as much Salt Meat wa^ 
ufed at Land as at Sea, the Duty would not 
coft more than Half a Crown per Man. But 
there never was half the Salt Meat expended 
in arfy Families at Land, as rauft be ufed at 
Sea 5 and confequently Farmers Men cannot pay 
to this Duty more than One Shilling per Headj 
for we know that more than Half the Year 
tbey live upon the Produce of the Dairy and 

the 
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the Garden. Let me then flate it as a Me^ 
dium, though I am fure I fpeak at the higheft, 
|hat there are ufually Jixteen Perfons in a Farm 
of Om Hundred Pounds per. jlnnum. This will 
not be a Charge of mpre than Swteen Shil- 
lings in a Year J fo ih^i in two Tears and tbree 
^artersy the whole Charge woqld be about 
^rty Four Shillings. Now fuppofc the F*mer 
to be xht lAnd Owner zt the fame Time, will 
he not faye from this Abatement of the Land 
fTaxy more than this Forty Four Shillings taken 
from him by the Duty on Salt ? Suppofe then 
that the Eftate be rated at the firft Value, he 
muft HwtFivePoundshy this Abatement of One 
Shilling. Suppofe likewife that it be raced un« 
der One Shilling in the Pound, when there is a 
TwQ Shilling Land Taxj even then he will 
fave Fifty Shillings on his Eftate by the Abate**- 
ment. So that in thofe Countries where the 
Aflcflments were according to the full. Value, 

great Relief will be given by this Eafe of the 
and Tax 5 and where the Afleflments are ar 
the loweft, no new Burthen is impofed by ex- 
changing thisvfor the Salt Tax« 

Let it likewife be confidered, with Relation 
to the' Lands, that of this. Sum raifed by the 
Salt Duty, many Thoufands per. Annum can- 
not poffibly aflfeft the Land Owners or the 
Farmers. For the Viftualling of the Ten 
Thoufand Sailors in his. Majefties Service, and 
of the Thirty Thoufand Men in Merchants 
Service, muft be confider'd as producing part 
of this Revenue. The Charge of Duty on 
Salt ufed in home Confumption, muft therefore 
he Icfs in Proportioij, 

On 
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On this Head I (hall add what hath appear*d, 
on the beft Enquiry, with refpcS to Goods made 
up in Farms for the Market. A Firkin of But" 
ter^ containing f 6 Pounds^ takes up Four Pounds 
of Salt^ the Duty of which is "H^ree Pence: So 
that in Five Pounds of Butter^ the Duty is but 
One Farthing. One Hundred and Twenty 
Pouhds of Cheefe takes up Fourteen Pounds of 
Salt\ fo that in every Three Pounds is One 
Farthing Duty. A Hog of One hundred and 
twenty Pounds Weight requires a Peck 4f Salt 
for Land, and two Peeks for Sea Service. The 
Duty of Salt will then be One Farthing oii 
three Pounds of Pork for Land, and one Half*' 
penny on the fame Quantity cured for Sea. Add 
to this, that three hundred freight of Flejb is ft 
Seaman's Allowance for a Tear. Which is a far- 
ther Dcmonftration, that the Duty per Man io 
the Sea. Service is no more than Five ShiUingu 

r • 

To ihew then how thefc Duties on Salt af- 
fcft the People : Divide the Sum raifed upon 
tUl the Inhabitants of England. As they haw by 
fome been rated, at Six^ and by others at Ten 
Millions^ I will take the Medium of Eight Mil- 
lions^ though I might fairly go higher. Why 
then, iSiV, 20f,3fo/. diftributed among Eight 
Millions of Pedfons will not amount to more 
than Six Pence per Man. And if we could flip* 
pofe that one Man with another paid Two Shil* 
lings and Six Pence per Head in a Year, as fome 
have fuggefted, the Duties muft every Year 
produce as much as a Two Shilling Land Tax. 

You have now, Sir^ feen that the Salt 
D u T Y is no Burthen upon the I^eople of Eng* 

land 
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iandy whether wc confider the Merchant or 
the Farmer^ the manuring pf Landy or the 
aiiring ^ Fijb^ the Price of Provijions in our 
^om Cmfun^tion^ or in our Exportations. Ic 
is an ^qual and a reafondhle Tax, paid o^Iy 
in fuch Proportions, as every Man oHift ihare, 
and every Man can aSbrd. It hath not one 
Objeftion in the World againft it that bears 
riic kaft Weight, but the Charge of Manage- 
ment* Nowx>6cau{e the L^nd Tax is colled* 
cd for about Foarthoufand Pounds (or if it were 
even Forty Thotrfand Pounds) Icfs than thcD«- 
fyfr^ypefed^ would you, or wx>uld any reafona- 
We Judge prefer the former, fhould you find it 
to be the moft unequal^ grkvoius a^id opprejjive 
X^pc tbot ever was raifed on a furring Pecpl^ 
through the Neceffities of their Affairs? 

. The Soac greater part of difinttrefied and dif^ 

foffienate Men^ faw abimdanit Reafoa to accept 

this Propo&ion, of Reducing the Land Tax t^ 

•One ^hilling in the Pound, from this flnj^e 

•Confideration, that if had never hen done iefore 

fince the Lands nnere firfi affejfed. Within tbcfe 

Forty tsars the Land hath beentaxedi without 

.Imermidicm* Firft, it wa$ taxed in the ihape 

' of Monthly JJfe£mmts^ bdfore any Tearly Rates 

were regMlarly itnpofed. After which there 

.were 17 Aids of Four SbilliHgs^ 11 of Tbree^ 

imd Li of Tmo SbilUngi in the Pound. On thp 

whole, iSir, the Land hath plid 0i the fatrcA 

Computation, Sixty Five Millions jmitbh 

tbefe laft Forty Tears % which though it was 

raifed cm a Property of more tbsfti Si^ Nui^red 

and Fifty Millions^ for fo much rouft the Rents 

*Qf fq many Years amount to> yet it was an 

D /w- 
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immenfe Sum: And whilft we refleA on this 
vaft Expcncc to prcfervc our deareft Rights, 
wc fliall always I hope proportionably dctcft 
that raging Tyranny, and enormpas Opprcffion, 
againft whofe devouring Progrefs we could not 
make a Stand with Ufs Expence^ or fave durfelvcs 
on eafier Termsy from Deftruftion. 

The Land Tax was originally aflefTed accord- 
ing to fuch Valuations as xhc Landowners them- 
felves thought good to rate their Eftateis at; and 
hence it became eftabliihed dififerently, accord- 
ing to the Difpofitions of the feveral Counties, 
in favour of the Handing Government. This 
hath been the conftant Manner of raifing it, 
and this Manner will admit of no Alteration. 
The Tax raifed by this Means, hath been a fure 
Fund to fupply the Neceffities of the Publick 
in its greateft Diftrefs. When the Heat of Fo- 
reign Wars, and the Decay of our Trading In^ 
tereft were moft grievous to us, the Land fu- 
ftained'theWeight of our Charges the Suppljr 
was Certain here, though every where clfc it 
became Deficient. When every Branch of our 
Revenue was leflened with our Commerce, the 
Land paid ftill the fame Aflcflments without In- 
termiffion. with no Abatement orEafe under 
Two Shillings //I tbePound: And therefore to the 
Eafc of the Land iii Times of Peace^ all our At- 
tention is due, becaufe our laft Re(burce mufi: 
be to the Land whenever we are obliged to 
hazard a fVdr . 

It is the Felicity of His Majefty^s Reigrf, 
that under his aufpicious Influence the Peace of 
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Europe hath been rcftored, and, we traft, efla* 
bliihed on lafting Foundations. His mod gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne, in the opening 
of this Seffion^ hath atnply enlarged on the 
great Advantages of our preient Situation j and 
thereby raifed the Expectations of his People^ 
that they ihall find immediate tlafe and Benefit 
from this univerfal Tranquility . The Acceifion 
of the States General to his Majcfty's Treaties, 
hath compleated whatever we wifhcd,or thought 
wanting to fccure the prefcnt Repofe of the 
World. When every thing Abroad hath thus 
fuccecded to our utmoft Wimes j when we can 
no longer juftify Delays to eafe the People, from 
any vifible Uncertainty of our Affairs j ihall we 
do nothing to convince the People that we have 
a i?eace, but merely by tdling them that wc 
have procured it ? Or rather, ought we not from 
the Difference of their I'axeSy to fhew them the 
Difierenqe bet weeo certain and unfettled Tran« 
quility? 

To whom can the Firfi Fruits of this Pacifick 
Seafon be fo juftly due, as to the Landed Men 
of this Kingdom j who bore the greateft part 
of that Load under which we groaned, and at 
all times paid a ^hirdfart of the Charge^ though 
they are not pretended to be a Twentieth fart of 
the People? What we raifed upon them in our 
Times of Difficulty, NecefJity muft juflify : 
But what (hall excufe an unequal^ partial Tax, 
where no Neceffity requires it, and when it 
may be changed for one more equal and eafy 
than any that ever was paid by the People ? 

D X Sale 
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Salt is the only Commodity which wc can 
tax, to fubftitute a Fund in the room of Land. 
At leaft, it is this Year the only Tax to be laid; 
forotherwife, what Rcfourcc fhall wc have ia 
Years; to come 5 what ihall we charge next 
Year in Lieu of the Land, thereby to continue 
theEafe which is now given to the Freeholders ? 
It is alfo the fittejt^ becaufe the moft ejual and 
diftrihutive. No Man pays for more than be 
ufes J no Man ufes more than he is able to afford. 
If he be Rich^ he can eafily bear the Duty on 
targe ^antities 5 if he be Poor^ he but lightly 
feels the Tax on a very little 5 and in all Condi- 
tions of Life, whatever his Subftance or AbiKty 
is, he pays no more from this Tax^ than hh tare 
Prdportitm to the Support of that Government 
by whofc Power his Property is protcfted. 

All Men ufe Salt in Proportion to their Abi- 
lity 5 but all Men do not hold Land ; To Mul- 
titudes of thq former, there are very few of the 
latter. Here is now Five Hunted TChoufund 
Pounds to be raiftd by a Land "fax^ or a S^alt 
Tape. The Queftion then will be, Shall wcrailc 
this Sum by the Land Tax on Four Ttundred 
^ouJandMcn only, (a far greater Number thift 
the Body oi Land Owners in this Kingdom) 01* 
iHall we raifc it by the Salt Tax^ on Eight 
Millions, (a lels Number than die Bulk of 
the People may be fairly computed at?) Confi- 
der too, that even tht Landed Men ^y their jtift 
Proportion to ih^Duty on Salt-, but Men that 
have not Land, pay nothing to the Land Tax. 
Is it not then much more equal and righteous, 
that wc fhould tax every Man a little in pro- 
portion 
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pOPtton to his Ability, than that wc Aiould tai 
a veryfev} Men in a gre^t Digree^ far beyond 
the Proportion of their Ability ? 

If the Land Tax^ be remitted, it nuift be of 
feafe CO the Land Owner 5 but to remit thcSak 
Taw cannot relieve him : for if the Inhabitant, 
6r Tenant, be remitted the Salt Dnty^ what 
Benefit hath the Land Owner? Will it raffe 
his Rents, ov improve the Value of hi^ Eftate ? 
B»t i( t\it Landman be abated, the Land Owner 
ftiiift receive mote Money from his Eftatd. S0 
that in the Cafe f^ eyety CeuHtry GenUemah 
Who hath an Eftate of One fkoufdndper Annum j 
if the Eftate be rated at the Jilsll '^F'alue^ as we 
fee in many Counfties, hemuft favc Fify Pounds 
by the Abatement of One Shilling: r?pw that 
thfe eannot be drawn from hitn again by the 
Salt Duty^ will eafily appear 1 iincc at One Shil-^ 
ling per Head he muft keep Three Hundred Per^ 
fins m Family, before it can happen that what 
he (aves from the Land lta% in one Year, is 
caken away by the Salt Tax in three Years. 
And if his Eftate ihould pay no more than £/j;i&/ 
P^ence to a Tw$ Shilling Rate, yet by the Abate- 
ment ev?n of a Groa^ in the Pound^ he aftually 
laves near Seventeen Pounds per Annum 5 which 
he cannot polfibly repay to the Duties on Salty 
lintels he maintain above One Hundred Perfom. 
This then will (hew to the higheft Demonftra- 
tion, how great Relief this Abatement muft 
;ive to all the Country Gentlemen^, whether thcjr 
iftatcs arc rated lAore or lefs to the Land Tax, 
For where the Farm is rated near to its ftill 
Value, almoft three Tmes as much is Tearfy paid 
to the Land, as can be paid \o the Salt Duty. 

* Again 
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Again^ Wliere the Land is taxed at the l<wefi 
Rate that ever was paid in Wales^ or the moit 
diftant Parts of Scotland ^ as much Money at 
leaft is paid out of that Farm to the Land Tax 
in one Year, as to the Salt Duty in three Years. 
So that, where the Lands have moft Eafe, and 
pay the Itmefi Rate of Taxation, ftill the Salt 
fax will prove no Burthen^ nor bring a greater 
CA^rj;^ upon them* 

You fee then, Sir^ that as the di(iant Parts 
of the kingdom can have no Objedion to it i 
confequently, all other Parts of the Land where 
the Rates have been high, mufl; have infinite 
]£a(c from this Abatement ^ and I dare fay that 
they have eager Expcdations of the Relief pro-* 
pofed. How much they want this Ea/e, you^ 
Sir^ and all who live in the Country, are very 
well able to judge. 

Let me then plead with you the Caufe of the 
Landed Man, and not only with you, who 
are interefted in the Caufe, znd^^ !3L Land Owner^ 
muft be prepoflefled in Favour of ray Argu- 
ment j buif let me plead with every impartial 
Man, with all who ,haye no other Intcrefis in 
this Affair, nor aiw' Motives to induce their 
Opinions, but thoie of natural Jufiiee and of* 
Human Pity. Look upon the Gentlemen of 
tbofe Countries^ whole Forefathers were ( if a 
very worthy and honourable Perfon will allow me 
to ufe his Expreffipn) Knights Errant to 
the Revolution. Behold them rating their Lands 
at the bigbefi Falue^ for the Service of that Go- 
vernment in whofe Support they found their 
only Protedion, and from whofe Power they 
I altogether 



altogether derived their invaluable Liberties : 
,Scc them groaning under the Weight of Pub- 
iick Galamities for the Space of Forty Tears^ 
without the leaft IntermifSon j fee them 
railing Sixty Five MilUons for the Publick 
Supplies : Ask of your felves, how many fair 
Eftatcs might have been preferved from becwy 
Mortgages and Incumbrances 'y \iov7 rmny younger 
<lhildren might have been bleft with handfomc 
Provifions j how much Hofpitality might have 
been fupported in their leveral Countries, if 
this had not been raifed upon the Land ? And 
whilflr we curfe that ever-hated and confu- 
ting Tyranny, which, even when it left us and 
fled before us, entailed fuch Wan, entailed 
fuchExpences and Burthens upon us 5 have wc 
not caufe to rejoice in that equal and indulgent 
Government^ whofe Wifdom hath furmounted 
the Evils that alarmed us for fo many Years 
together, and whofe Equity is ever contriving 
to render more eafy tbofe Charges which have 
been brought upon us? 

If we had not exerted our felves to reco-* 
ver our Rights and reflore our Conftitu- 
tion, we ihould not indeed have had this De- 
bate^ we ihould not have contended what 
Part of our Property ihould bear the Charge 
of Government, for we ihould then have had 
no Property remaining. But fuch is our happy 
gnd envied Condition, that as it is pur fole 
Prerogative to tax our felves^ fo wc arc the on^ 
ly Inftance of a People who have difputed tvbe" 
iber we Jbould ease our felves. We owe this 
Happineis, and this Glory to our brave Strug- 
gles for Publick Liberty. In a Northern Coun- 
try^ 



try^ where the People gave up their Rights to 
the firft Demands of their Prince, we have 
the Tcftlmony of a noble Author^ an Eyc- 
witnefs to their fatal Misfoitunes, That 
they (be to their Sovereign, and beg on their 
^ Knees that he would take their Lands from 

them : The Tax afleded on their Lands, often 
exceeds the Produce ^ and if one Eltate be not 
able to pay the Charge exafted by the Officers 
of the Crown^ the poor. Land Owner is oblt«- 
ged to make it good out of any other Property 
which he Ijath in the World. Far different is 
the Lot of EngUJhmen^ whofe Minifters fue 
ior Indulgence in behalif of the FreebolderSj 
and appear the Advocates of the Landed Im^ 
reft. Under our Governmeac, it is not .fhidied 
\bow mmb can be racked and fyueezid from the 
|1»ANDED Man ; buton the. contrary, htm much 
can be fpared inm^ and what Indalgence cm be 
allowed l^nf. 

It hath, Sir^. heeti laid down by thofc wW> 
have been the warmeft agamft this Ea/r to the 
Lands^ " That all Taxes ought to be laid up- 
^ 0hiihe -JRicby ^nd not upon ttic Poor ythzt 
♦* all Pbople ought to pay Tasfes^ accordttig 
** to thcit :4biUtks*y and that all who have the 
*« Honour to^ in Parlh^eM^ (hould coolider 
^^ tha(t \vhbfn they are to teprefent:* Ih di 
which 'Propofitions, as every reafonable Man 
muft concur, fo he cati only be forprized tt> 
hear rhert applied ih Support of a uwo Sbih 
ling Land Tax. 

It muft, Sir^ be allowed, by thofc who have 
fecn the way of Living in the Country, that 
there arc not poorer Men in the World, than 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen o£JmaIl JEJiafes ^nd large FamiUeL 
Eftates of One Tthoufand Pounds per Annum^ 
and downwards^ are. attended with incredibli 
Difficulties. What numerous Bodies of Land 
Owners there are of this Clafs, thofe Gentle- 
men who reprefent the Counties, have feeil 
in the common Attendances on Parliamentary 
EleStions. And in a Body oF three or fou\r 
^oufand J^reebolders^ how few are the Num- 
ber of thofe who hold a T%oufand Pounds f& 
Annum ? Of all Men in the World thefe Gen- 
tlemen feem the moft proper Objefts of Re- 
lief. They have no way to raifc or improve 
their Fof tunes : Nor Itiduftry, nor Ability can 
be of ufe to them, whilft they continue CouH-^ 
try Gentlemen. They can only preferve their 
Eftates with much difficulty^ but cannot ac- ' 
; quire new Fortunes. With fo little Scope 
to improve what they poflefs, it is harder 
ftill, when their Properties happen to be loaded 
, with grievous and unequal Taxes. They caa 
have no View in the World, but to confine 
their Expence within their Incomes, or it 
moft to lave fmall Portions for their young^t 
Children. Their Properties are invefted in 
real Eftates, often entailed^ and what is worfe^ ' 
incumbered. They cannot, by turning of Pro- 
perty into various Sha{)es, double or ttehle it| 
nor can they receive more than Common tn* 
terefi^ hardly ever fo much. They ^re matty 
of them the Heads and Heirs of very Ancient 
Families. They are obliged to live Up to the 
nominal Valut of their Eftates, ofteil beyond 
it, meerly to fupport their Credit and Figuve 
in their Countries. They have Parks and 
Man/ton Houfes^^^nd a great Refort of Ffiendi 

E and 
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and Neigbhours to them; which continually 
drains their fcanty Revenues. They are ob- 
liged to fervc expenjive^ unprofitable Offices, 
to be High Sheriffs^ Jufiices of Peace^ Commif- 
Jioners of TaxeSj &c. to their very great Bur- 
then and Grievance. And when their Chil- 
dren arc grown up, when their younger Sons 
are to be fettled in the World, and their 
.Daughters difpofcd of in Marriage, then, when 
their Neceflities are greateft, they have leaft 
Ability to bear themj they go out of the 
World with all their Afiairs in Confufion, and 
leave their Firft-Born to inherit an infupportabU 
Mortgage. 

The Mortgagee^ or the Moneyed Man, 

who is the lad: Refource of thefe unhappy 

'Gentlemen, Hands wholly exempt from the 

Weight of Taxes, even in thofc very Eftates 

where he is fuch a dead JVeighty andTuch a 

"heavy Incumbrance. The Landowner who holds 

an Eftate of One^oufandPounds per Annum^thougb 

half of it be mortgaged^ pays the whole Land 

7ax} and notwithftanding^his whole Income is 

but Five Hundred Pounds per Annum^ yet he 

muft pay One Hundred Pounds out of this at a 

Two Shilling JLand 7*^^ whilft the Mortgagee 

pays nothings befides which Incumbrance, we 

often fee Jointures^ as well as Mortgages^ loaded 

in the way of Rent Charge upon Eftates: And 

when thefe both happen at once upon fmall 

Eftates^ under looo/. perAfmum^ judge what a 

hUJJed Condition the Land Owner Bnds himfelf in. 

How many Widows and OrphanshvJt we 
feen, the ReliSs and Defcendants of reputable 

} • Fami- 
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Families, left to fubfift upon fmall Eftates^ 
born too well to live according to their unhappy 
Circumftances'y and miferablc, becaufe their 
Birth and Families would not allow t4iem ta 
ftoop to fuch Methods of Living, fuch Educati^ 
ons and Employments^ as were moil fliitable to 
their TZ^^i^r Subftance and their low Condition ? 

Upon all thefc Land Owners^ muft not the 
Tax fall heavy j and if taken ofF or abated, muft 
not the Eafe ie great} Even if their Lands had 
Reft but once in feven Tears j like thofc of the 
ancient Jews > I dare fay, that they would rejoice . 
with Eyes brimful of Affc£fcion and Gratitude 
to thofe who gave them Relief. To -People 
who are fo confined in thdr ways of acquiring 
Money, a ftnaU Sum releafed is a mighty Benefit y. 
to a Man who hath but a Hundred per Annum^ 
Five Pounds is a vaft Acceflionj and to him 
who hath a Vthoufand a Year, Fifty Pounds 
addedy is no finall Improvement of his Eftate. 

If Gcntlcipen confidered the Misfortunes of 
the South S e a Y e a r^ and the Mortgages 
which have ever fince remained upon the Lards j 
they muft have the moft ^f ndcr CompafEv>n for 
the Land Owners. Merchants, and Men in any 
way of Commerce^ have outlived their Misfor-*. 
tunes y but the Mortgages of Landed Men are 
likely to outlive the Unfortunate, Indeed how 
can it be otherwife, when, the Increafe of our 
Trade hath introduced all kinds of Luxury^ and 
when the Extravagances of that fatal Tear have 
entailed tlje moft expenfive Habits upon all De- 
grees of Men? Are the Country Gentlemen' 
Ipadcd with Incutnl^rances and with Taxes ? 

E. a ' Are 
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Arc they likely ever to clear their Mortgages^ 
or even to live within their Eftates^ when fuch 
an expenfivc Emulation appears in the World, 
and the Struggle feems tobe,whofhallUvc with 
moft Pomp? When likcwife fuch oppreffivc 
Loads arc (cen upon moft Eftatcs in the Coun^ 
try, that every Man of Prudence hath no other 
Choice left him, than how to live with the 
leaft Difficulty? Whilft one Part of the King- 
dom are multiplying Jppetites^ another Part arc 
diftrejfed bow to fatisfy Necejfttiesy and the 
Calamities of Diftrefs arc almoft every where 
treated as n^uch more fcandalous than all the 
Extravagance of Luxury. 

Under thcfe Circumftanccs, Can we, Sir^ 
propofc a more humane Expedient^ than to re- 
move the Weight of Taxes from the Landed 
Intereft^ Will not an Abatement of the Land 
Tax enable Gentlemen in the Country to re- 
deem their Eftates, to provide for their Tounger 
Children^ and to live with much more Eafe and 
Chearfutnefs than they have hitherto done? The 
Bleffings of Peace are felt by the Merchant in 
an extended and uninterrupted Commerce : This 
repays all his Loflcs in W^r, and his Contri- 
butions to the Publick Expence j whilft the 
Landed Men have no Relief y but from the Remif- 
fion of "Taxes, And fhall we repine to eafe thofe 
Men in Times of Peace^ who have ever been our 
bcft and fureft Support amid ft all the Fortune^ 
ofPF'ar? 

At leaft, Sir^ the Landed Men ought to 
have Eafe, whilft our Tranquillity continues ; 
I hope it will be fo lone; enjoyedji that if ever 
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it be again difturbed or threatncd, we (hall 
have many Funds at Liberty to provide for 
our Safety, without oppreffing the Landed 
Men. But if through the ttrange and furprizing 
Viciffitudes of human Affairs, our Peace ihould 
not be of that long Duration which virc fo 
heartily wifli, and which we have fo much 
Reafon to expe£t 5 if we ihould be invaded 
with frelh Alarms^ with what Decency or Plau- 
fibility can we apply to the Land for Support 
in our Diftrefs^ if we will not give them Relief 
in our Profperity ? 

That this Relief will be very extenfive and 
conGderable, I can eafily fhew by onelnftance, 
I mean that of the Parochial. Clergy. 

It is known that there are above Nine 
Thousand Parishes > I might fay more, 
for there are above Nine ^houfand Nine Hun- 
dred 5 but I put the Jeflir Number, becaufe 
fbme Pariihes, though in no Proportion to the 
Generality , have fair and ample Revenues : 
Moft of thcfe which I confine myfelf to, arc 
but meanly endowed, and the Incumbents far 
from being in a Condition to be envyed. From 
the Univerfities^ where they have beenufed to 
Cxpcnfiveways of Living, they come toPariihes 
whofe Revenues very ill fapport them. . Their 
JVants are the fame with thofe of other Men; 
their NeceflitiesGr^tff, and their Families increa- 
fing. Hence their Poverty often engages them 
in Strife with their Parijhioners^ and leaves «»* 
happy Orphans wholly unprovided for. To 
confider them as Priefis^ or as Clergymen of the 
efiablifhed Chd/ckji is. foreign to the Prcfcnt Af- 
fair, 



[38] 

fair. I confider them as my Countrymen^ ds 

Members Qf the fame Community. I wiih no «»- 
due JdvancemenS of Eccldiaftical Power : I 
would not confent to fleece the Laity for the 
Benefit of the Clergy ; but I {hall always rejoice 
in the Remiffion of Taxes, when I lee Nine 
^houfand Engliih Families ealier and happier by 
lite general Indulgence. I wifli the Clergy all 
Advantages in common with other Men^ and to 
fee thpm ihare the equal Benefits of umverfal 
Tranquillity, is what muft pleafe a reafonable 
Man. I confider them as a great Body of piy 
Fellow-SuijeSls i and I Jcnow that whatever 
Bardflsips or Inequalities they fufier in their pri* 
*i)ate Properties^ the Publick muft be afFeded 
by them, and die Nattou muft be concerned to 
cafe them. It is therefore with Satisfadl-ion, 
that in one Inflame only^ I can perceive this A- 
bacement operate in the {Ulief of fo many 
^houfand Families. And if the Clergy have this 
extcnfive Benefit from ic, bo*m widely mufl it 
fpread Rmong the Laity? How infinitely muft 
this A& of Eafe be multiplied, when it is con- 
iidered with relation to the Gentlemen and Free^ 
holders of this Country ? 

Great Compaflion and Indulgence muff 
likewife be due to many of the Inland ^Trading 
fownsj once in a flouriihing Condition, and 
npw funk beneath the Burthen of a Land Tax. 
All Trade will fiouriih moft, where Men caa 
live the cheapeft, and carry on their Com- 
merce in the eafieft Manner. Hence, from 
the Inequalities of AflefTments in the feveral 
Counties, thofe Towns have loft their Trade 
where the Lands wece rated high } and the 

Inha*- 
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Inhabitants have rcforted to fuch Pla<!ies tr hcrethc^ 
Rat€s were lefs grievous. Htncc how many Vatia- 
cions isiiift have happened in Property ^ how many 
Landed Efiates muft have wanted TenamS) 
and decayed in Value? From this Abatememc 
<>f the Tax, Things lAiift become ihore ^e({ual 
in all the CofSLXfiiesbf Etfgknd^ al>id themfore 
it is that I am fo hearty in the.Suppdtt of thi$ 
Propofition. • 

As the Clergy^ iht'GenilAneH^ the Mmd 7r»- 
iiHg Tdwns, and aiUDegiSces of Landed ikfew, 
haVe fo much Advarttiage-by this IteBiiiffi<»n of 
'One Shilling in t\it Lknd Tax^ even the' La- 
BoitREu wm find it^fdrhis Beitjefityfinc^;, ac- 
cording to that Money >f^hich \\^ %Md)fdMm 
can (pare, the Labourer will be trssfp^c^f^^ Md 
therefore every thi*^ :vrtikh dnirf:dek tbe^ Gen- 
tlemen of this Kingdom to employ the Poor, 
■muftbe anJU in Fmmr of iieV<um: They 
can. have no Breadbntfrom their LaiMf*, and 
tb<^ can have no B^phymem^ unlefs iht^Com-' 
'trfGdHflemen cSxk afiferd to t^p^ tlicm. 

Neither is it of the teaft Advafltage tonhc 

^People, that Receivers o^CotriWkB> \*iB &y 

this Abatement be Icfs able iohxxttthemfil*^^ 

-their Friends and thcxtComtry. The Land S^^, 

•it is truC) is manned for -a lefs Sum than -aril 

other Branches of the Revenue j the Charge 

of colleftitig and managing a Om ShiUin^'^'&ic^ 

is not above Eighteen l%oufandPi?mds'y bUtthe 

vaft Siims which at Tkoo^ 7%re^'Md Fo^r Shil- 

lings in the Pound, have been lodged in the 

Hands of Receivers^ have occafipned the fadddl 

Misfor- 
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Misfortunes. In all other CbUeftiods^ the Col^ 
leftors arc obliged to pay the Money Weekly 
into the Excbefuen, but here it is otberwife^ 
and Men have often been/ternpted to try Ex- 
periments, ^w/'/i^ Momy.not their own^ to the 
Ruin of their own FanfiilieS) and what hath 
been worfe^ to the R(|tn of maoy Families 
iprhich haw been involved in (heir Bankrupt- 
cies by the Securities given for th^. And af- 
ter all that hath been faid on the eafy Charge of 
coIkSing this Taxj 1 believ^^ if Mi^ortunes of 
this Sort (hould be placed to the Charge of 
Management, though fuch is. the Nature of 
the Security .given by the Receivers, that few 
Lojffh ever happen tp thfi Exchequer ^ yet with 
regard to private Property, it would-be ^nd 
themoft incoQvenipnc Tfuc.of any that ever 
was raifed on the People. . : j 
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Whenever w6 fpeak of fuch Insonvenietw 
ces, we muft, Sin cften allow that they arc 
not to be remedied, or perhm>s oi4yJfi fart. 
The L0ni Tax^ thoi^h to defirable Means of 
Supply, muft be recurred to in our Exigen- 
cies, as it is zji&e FuM^ and raifcs z gfeMt^Sum. 
A\X that, hath been offered, is meant to ihew 
that it (hould only be raifed when it is abfohitely 
nepeffaryi aiid, asall Publick Inftitutions are 
attended with many Evils, that th^is, which 
hath too many Iqconveniences to its Share, 
ought to be rcle^fcd ^mhemver it if not ahfolutely 
' wanted. To * aj^ate but One Shilling in the 
Poundji is at any tinje to dirninijb its Evils in 
fuchiaidegree as t-O -fnake.them inconfiderable, 
su^id almoft imperceptible. 
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Bat if, Siy^ %hi& aie the teal Inconveniences 
which we fuffer from the L^wd ^ax^ fhall wc 
amufe ourfelves ^i^b the ftn^ll Charge of rai* 
fijDg it ? A farihh uneqM0ly and opfreffive Tax 
is very \\\ recommenced to the PubUck^ by be- 
ing colkSted ^nd man^^ed fof kfi than one that 
i^jufi md equal. It is no Difgrace to aright 
Meafiire^ that it eoAs more in tran^ifting than 
fli wrong one. The extraotidinary Expence of 
raifing an eafy^ nafijuAh Tax, is well laid out 
for thofe End$ pf Eafi and Eq^kiy^ ask would 
be vefy iUfa^ed^ i§, Qppreffions and Grievances 
^re the Attem^nt9 ^ ^.iefs Ghu'gff. Is it not 
much betcer,, than we ihoiadidi 9i\\ow Fwr fhou^ 
fan4y or :7iH^hK¥fifn4 PonodSj or even any other 
yearly $m^% tPffff^wwat tnacbOfptMjpm^ and m- 
toUrabk Inequality^ than that we fhould (tiSer 
thofe Grievances merely to fave that Charge ? 
Let GentleoMS |h<refore coo^deif theMerkl of 
each M5fp€£|pivs Twf ^^ itkfek by the Pe^^ 
fttid not 4i. M.i( r^ifid fBrmofjS qv Ids hManOgif" 
fUtint. Un^QaJl Ta^os are q|cen che^pev col<- 
le^^d than efuPi ta^es. E^t becaiiire' they ar-e 
9ot (b ^-vttlllcibpiff on chai^eabk tn the M^- 
sagffiienit^ wbilft they aire unequally and parffa^ 
iy raiftd^ a^ t;hfty therefore vnffr or hmvr? Y>^ 
thoy ceafe to ^ jb^A!z;jf ^^^a^^j^ becaufe they ai^ 
cottefted -fi^r ^jf €«/ .^ Qnght we i^ ran W 
tQ' raifc 4 Ttl^' PjGi i^t ^Mf^.JMy^a^ ^e A^^ 
than in this partial^ grievous manner on a ticfy 
/ew? And muft not this extraordinary (ibargc 
be morf th^Q l^aJ^^^^C by thfi B^\ff^^ ii'tbe 
^£t9fis inr K«6^g i8)t;hiroiigh cjie (fjteii/ /sMmwr .of 

Wi&Qlgit? , r : • 
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The Eafe which is now given to the Lands 
of England is fo much without Example^ that 
we can argue but little from the Experience of 
paft Times : Yet it is with great Pleafurc that I 
find the Authority and Arguments of John D& 
Witt ftrdngly fupporting us in this Propo- 
(ition. He was perhaps the ableft and moft 
difinterefted Minifter that ever was known in 
the modem World. He had the warmcft 
Heart for popular Liberty 5 and as he fuftained 
the Government of his Country for a long 
Courfe of Years with great Sufficiency, and un- 
queftioned Integrity, he ftill furvives the cru<- 
el Fate which he fufifered : He outlives the bar- 
barous Rage of ajgiddy Multitude, and ever 
will defervedly poflels unequalled Glory and Re* 
pown. 

In his Book called, ^be true Unterefi and JP(h 
Utical Maxims of the Republick of Holland and 
Weft Friefland , publijhed hy theAutbority oftbe 
States, 6?r. and which I will venture to re* 
commend, as one of the beft Books that ever 
was written upon Government ; When he treats, 
in his Z4th Chapter, of the taxes fit to he levied 
on tbe People in a free Community^ he confiders 
wbetber all Efiates of tbe Inhabitants can be e* 
qually favoured 5 aiid in cafe they cannot^ which 
of them ought J more or lefs, to be cheriKhed and 

connived at. 

. , '• ^ ... 

He then propofes, that Impofts be firft laid 
on (uch Goods as are ufed in Home Confumpti- 
on: The Luxury^ and then the Necejfaries of 
|L.ifc ; All Perfons in fublick Employments of Pro^ 
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Jiti atid then all ^rtifis^ tmdtjkmy and Mecha^ 
mcks* After wbicb, he< thinks the Farmers^ 
the ffusian^mcffj and Grafiers of the Country 
ought to (hare the Qurthen ^ for tbej^ fays he^ 
"Will hardly forfake m becaufe of our taxing tbfm^ 
puing they may be eafed in better times. 

Now all thele Methods of Taxation he re« 
<tommends9 before any Tax be laid on the Lands 
^<k Country \ which he treats as the last Me- 
n^ncmto relieve the fublick Epci^ncies. And thac 
] may not beanfwered, that his Authority in 
l^avTour of the Lands will hold only in Ho l*^ 
li.A N.D9 where the JDifproportion is ibyafl: be* 
tween the L^nd Owners zoii the Inhabitants \ I 
Ihall obfcrve, that it will evcry-wherc have the 
%ne Weighty in more or le(s degree, accord- 
ing^ to the Difproportion in any Country be«> 
twecvi. the Landowners znd Inhabitants. So that 
i^r the very (ame Reafon which makes a Land 
iofc.aa intolerable Grievance in IIoHand^ a Land 
Tas;. muft be very grievous in England', becauf^ 
tj^pugh there is not in both Places the fame Inrt 
e%t^ali$y^ yet there is fiill fome Inequality \ and % 
gx;eat one in our Country between the Land an4 
yic People. . ^ 

r ■ ' • ' * * ' ' ■ ' . •>- 

HisOT^ii /JCWi.wiU beft explakx and prov«) 
his Proppfition: He firft enumerates all the. 
Impoutions which hcrecommiei^s, before he^, 
durfi venture on a Land Tax. ^^ But in cafe, 
^' hy$ hcyaU tbeji J^fedients will not raife Mo* 
^ pw fufficicnt, we may then charge cither 
^^ .ordinarily or; extraordinarily, all immovable. 
*'v Goods, Lands sx^Houfes^ with yearly Taxes, 
^ or by ZmpofitioQS upon Aliepations and In-. 

P X * ' ' ** heritances' 
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^ hcritances of thiem^ Wherein neverthefefi 
f* there be thdfe Difficulties, that fiich T«et 
^ will not be p»d with tVecdom, but whol- 
^* ly by Compulfionj and that the faidt im- 
^ moveaMc Goods being fer that End to he 
** valued, that Valuation cannot be made -^ith- . 
** out Partiality^ and thefe Burthens will be then 
•* very unequally botnc. Befides that, by thetf^- 
^ cidenial UTfrtHifuhcfi of the Lands, aftd 
^ flandiftg empty" of their Hoafesi^ the Owdcrf 
**^ and Tenants of them' wanting a great ^ Pan 
•* of their yearly Rent, on which they dcpetid 
•^ for the. Maintenance of their Families^, thcy^ 
•f moft necellariiy fufFcr thofe two unavoidable 

* Inconveniendes j - . '^^ 

' Hisj(!«r/ Kerhe^ in an cxttdMe Nfeceffit^j Is; 
d general Tax oh all rfioveaBJfe and imtnolreaBIe 
Goods, real and ferfonal Efiates joitftly r ^^xit 
^ then he, very jufify oh/erveSi fbm the jfpjffbr^ 
^ muft be wholly* ignorant 'of Mens p^/oftaf 
^ Eftatesi itsA of What thfe.Mhi«ftants d6b¥c^' 
^ or is owiHg to tBem j arW-'iFthcy dfdteftbw^ 
^ the Vahic of them,, they ^obTd not tas^htth' 

* equaltpy fo that what by VavbU^ and Ha^g^ 
•• and Ignorance of JJfejffors^ there mteft fcfe iet 
*' intolerable Inequality (^ this Taxy whilft thofe 
^ that wouH honefih <}eelare^ - tbeir Efl^es 
^ might tit^tenx)ot -Taxj but/ -the fraU^lenf 
^ . wiR unavoidably mafe it beabierJ* • ^ 

» • . . . • f . ' »* »' A- '.J 

Now tTiit; Ihis isa^iffti^ and'ttneqaal Tkx^ 
tlie rf//?dr»f Paft^of this Kfngdo?ri'^canhot ;^ffi- 
h\yfeelj norths great Ci^s^ tctid*9^owns com^c- 
vtnilyjud^e of:- It} all thte' -'remote Part^ 'olf* 
this Court^iy^ tbc T*c arfv^wai^cried tfccerfd-' 
' - ' ■' - i ing 
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iftg to the Valiic of their "Mates, mt trtr can 
be 5 and therefore if one County pays but 
Eight Pence in the Pound^whilft tnothct Coun- 
ty pAys Tivo SbilJmgs^ the former rtuft; be in- 
fenuMc of the Weight artd Grievance 6f this 
Tajt, jis ftlfo of the confiderable Eife. which is 
given by the Abatement. There is no Man 
wiihes that the diftant Gouttties 'Aoufd bear 
any hew Burthem j the Admininiftratiott are 
willing; and' delirous to diminifli even thatwi*^ 
amfitkrahk Tax which thofe Counts an* hdW 
eharged with: And furdy the cotmntMt gj6od 
Nature of our Gountrytnen will ftrorigly plead"^ 
for Ej(fe and Indulgence to tiiffe Pmi of tbii 
Land Which always have been tiicd' at thcit 
higb^p Fake: The Kerth and ^^efiirA Part^ 
of this Kingdom, as alfo fTales fiM' Stvila}^^, 
had fiafe in the bdttefi Sea/on^ and 'under the 
^moft Expence of the War, they never paid 
rbe fufl Rate: And ihalPnot thofi*, Wbo/i&w» 
paid the full Rate^ find fome Relaxation itt 
Itimes if Peace ? If they are not how, to have 
foduJ^tntC) when are they to eJtffcft'k? ^ 

The Reafon, Sir^ why London, bkijTOt, 
md otKer great 5ott;^i arc naturally liafel^ co^ 
Miftakes, by imagining the Land ^aie a lefs 
Boil than the Salt 7«V, will eafily ht Teen 
fi-6m thfe vaft pifproportion in futh PKcftj 
between the Land ^^ the Peopled- In'-gftki 
Towns the Land is over-run With^H?i/5l, 
afnd it is not the ?>fwi»/ on whom tWs €lTarjg;e; 
diteftly and fenfibly " falls 5 but it is the £an4 
Oivner Who pays the Land Tax im'medJatelj^' 
out of his Rent J fo that great pairt of the 
Sum which he claims of hisTenaw, is t^aidhim 

* m 
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in Land ^afcRee^pts. Now as the Land Owner f 
in fucb Places are an inc^njiderabk Number of 
Men, CO the vafi Body of Inhabitants who pay 
nothing to the Land *Tax^ few People are 
ienfible bow heavy it falls on thofe who are 
mme(fiafily fubjeft to fo unequal a Charge^ 

To {hew this in a plain Light, I will mentis 
on the Number of Houfes within the Cities apd 
Liberties of London and JVeftminfler^ the Bo^^ 
rough of Southwark^ and that Part of Middk-^, 
fex which is within the Bills of Mortality. In 
the Year 17)1, there were near Fourscore 
Thousand Houfes inhabited^ as appears by R/c-- 
turnS; from the Surveyors of the Window lights., 
Among tfaofi; Fourfcore tboufand Hottfekeeprsj 
tkerc are not above Xen ^houfand Land Chone/s : 
i might lay there are npt fo many % but that I 
niay give every Objection its utmoft Weight, 1. 
am always willing to make the largeft Allow* 
ances. Now where there are Fourfcore Thou- 
/and Houiekeepers, of which "Ten Thoufand on* 
\y pay the Land Tax, and the reniaining Se^^ 
venty 7%oufand pay nothing at all, whilft 
their- Landlords are forced to take Pieces ofPa-^ 
per VCK Part of their Rent j Does not every one 
fee the pifproportion between the Landed MMn, 
and the Inhabitants^ the Inequality between the 
t^a^es: lai^ on the former and on the ; latter ? 
That the Difference between the Land Owners 
and thc^Hoif^/ekeepers is One to Sevens aiyl that 
the Tax falls upon One Many when it ihould 
fall uvQXi: Eight? :That it thus Ms upon Ten 
yJ^oif/W only, when Eighfy Thoujahd pught^tp 
fhare it equally among thqn ?. And confeqqent-. 
)y. wbilft ,thefe 9/» ithoufand Land Ow^ers^ 
* " I arc" 
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are weighed down wi^h the Burthen of the 
Land Tax, the Seventy 7'boufand Inhabitants 
who pay nothing to it, feel nothing of it^ fo 
that they are uncfcr ftrong Temptations to op- 
|>o(e t^e moft equal Taxj which would rate them 
all alike 3 and hence they may well become fond 
of the ntofi unequal Tax in the World, becaufe 
they contribute nothing to the Charge? 

Again : It appears that there are, comtnuni^ 
bus Annis^ about Six Thousand enipty Houfes 
within the fame Diftrift. Do we not then fee 
a vafi additionalH^rdihipuiponthc Land Owners^ 
who muft pay this Tax, unequal as it is, whe- 
ther their Eftates are tenanted or not, and whe- 
ther their Rents zxcpaid or not? Many People 
mitfrnur^that they are foon to pay Duty for the 
Salt which they (hall eat j but what would they 
fay, were they, or any of them, obliged to pay 
a Sak Tax, whether they eat any Salt or not? I 
am fore that there would be a moft clamorous 
Ivfoife againft any llich Propofition. And yet 
they do not ccnfider what hard Terms they 
thetnfeivcs would impofe 00 the Landed Interejt 
of this Kingdom. They opp6fe a Duty to 
which they can only fay in proportion to the 
$alt which they really ufej whilft they arc for 
iontinuing a heavy Tax upon Lands, which is 
to be paid, in many Cafes, naher^ the Landlord 
receives no Rent. Within the Bills 6f Mortali^ 
iy only, there are Six Thoufand Inftances of this 
Hardinip' every Year, merely from the Acci- 
dent oi Houfes fianding empty ^ not to mention 
LoflTc; . occafioned by bad Tenants. Have wc 
then no CompaiOSon to thofe poor Sufferers who 
gvoan under tnefe Hardihips, when we may re- 
lieve 
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Itore tbon tirithout laying any Burtheo orGric- 

vanoe. upoo ourfelve$ ? 

• 

MoNiBD Mbn arc another vaft Body, who 
«8 tihcy contribute little or notbit^ to this Tax, 
tnuft think tho Abatement m Eafe or Advao? 
tage. :Thcir Stwk itifrade^ as John i» Wit» 
fo well obfervcd, can. never be koowti^ and is 
kl way s aflefled but a I'rifle. Money lent on Mort* 
gckgei never is ^ taxed^ and Stock in the Fknds 
hath the. publick Faith to exempt it, fo^ that 
y neuter can be tamd- W ith all tbefe Advao^ 
tagfi^^ thi; Momed Men^ though they hold the 
gremeft Properties in the &ate, pay m Froportiw 
to the Support of that Goverosient fi-ooa 
whence they hare eftf^f Pro^emon with thofe 
who are chairged ait the utnmfi. If they live in 
hired Houfesj the Tax feUs oa the Land Owmp-. 
M th^y purchafc Houfes to live in, the Ta^c on 
libch Howfes is all the Cb(9rge tbey^ p^for Land. 
Their Family ExpeiEKre mixik be^ the comamBi 
Duties which &11 upon our Home Onfimption % 
but their great Properties in Money j Stocky ficci 
pay Uttle Of nothing at aU. The laicreft is 
eyei:y Day acciaaaulafi^^, atvl the Hoards ith 
cjeaungrV fo that by having unequal Ad^dn* 
tioffs agaifift the Landed Inter efi^ thty' df^wr 
the Country Gentlemen, and wojjk the moft 
«^«^ Families in the Kti^om ota ef Aem 

Jifber^ances* 

• • < / » . . _ , J. 

Yet wiith fo ttiany Exctnptionsi andr with ft 
little Expence io fopportiog the Powers which 
prote£)i. them,^ they co^e, as xras^obferved wkH 
great AciO^n^s by the fJkntmahlt, Petfin inibe 

Mfffiniftrationj they cmnc. and dcdmn. at ehe 

Salt 
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Salt 7a^. *^ They tell us, fays be^ that we 
*' ought to ^ax the Rich^ and not the Poor*, 
*' and pray don't Tax the Poor Monied Man of 
^^ an Hundred Thoufand Pounds in Stocky but 
** Tax the Rich Country Gentleman of Five Hun- 
*^ dred Pounds a Tear. Don't lay on a Salt Jaxy 
** to which every Man pays ^ juji Proportion 
** according to his Subftancej but impofe a 
^ heavy Land Tax^ to which thoft who can 
*' bejf aflFord to fay. the moft^ are at all times 
^^ haft ajfeffed. 

The Landed Man and the Monied Man, the 
Merchant and the Farmer ^ the Navigation^ and. 
all other Branches of the Publick , bear the Salt 
Duty equally divided among them. As it is 
dilFaied and extended among fuch infinite 
Numbers of People, it falls Hght upon every 
Individual*^ it afFeds Property and Commerce 
in an equal manner ', draws Mortgages on no' 
Eftatesy nor depopulates the Inland Yown's, Its 
Advantages are evidently great above any other 
way of Afleflmcnt on the People, and thofe 
who pay it do not feel it^ the Weight is_Jp fmall 
up&n the Whole. 

To embarrafs and confound this Propofition, 
many Perfons have infifted that Scotland 
fhould pay an equal Rate with England^ and 
from the Difference between the Duty charged 
refpeftively on North and South Britain^ they 
have argued the great Inequality of the Salt 7'ax. 
This, Sir^ hath been ftartcd to divert the At- 
tention of the Publick, from the Merits of the 
main ^ueftion. . This hath alfo been dcfigned 
to diftrefs the Gentlemen of North Britain > that 
^'- -^ G even, 
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cvci)^ though upon the Confidcratiqn of the 
main Propofition^ they may be ever fo clearly 
convinced, that the Duty on Salt is a mucn 
more equal and reafonable Tax than the Lani 
Tax y yet that, by this crofs ^uejiian^ this At- 
tempt to extend it, with regard to Scotland^ 
beyond their juft Proportion, the Gentlemen of 
that Country may be obliged to oppofe the whole 
Propofition: And however they approve the 
principal Point, yet dare not own k, nor aft in 
confequence of it, left they fhould be affcfted^ 
by the Second Propofal. 

How cruel and barbarous this U&ge of Man-*, 
kind muft be, will appear to any one, but thofe, 
whofe Paffion againd the main Queftion made 
them ncglcft to conGder the Inhumanity of the^ 
Means taken to defeat it. And I am charita- 
bly willing to believe, that it was from no cru- 
el Intention to Scotland that this was propofed,. 
but for want of due Confideration ^ for want, 
of reflefting how great a Hardihip it muft be 
upon that Part of Great Britain. 

The Union between the t'wo Kingdoms^ which 
hath been of fo great Advantage to this Nati- 
on, was eftablimed on no Foundation^ more 
immoveable, was cemented by no Obligations- 
more (acred, or Agreements more invioiable, 
than the Rota's ox Proportions of Charge^ which 
the Scots were to pay in Support of the Common 
Expence. They came into the Treaty, and 
gave themfelves into our Hands, on the certain 
Affurance that we ihould execute our Power 
with Juftice^and maintain our Agreements with. 
Honour, 

The 
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The Salt Tax^ as it was originally impofcd 
in the Reign of King William the Thirdj 
was granted at different Times, and had this 
Diftinftion in the Nature of it, that it con- 
lifted of two feveral Sums j one Race was 
^wo Shillings and Four Pence % and there was 
an additional Rate of One Shilling per BujheL 
The larger Sum was what the Scots Commif' 
fioners and their Parliament abfolutcly refufcd 
ever to fubmit to^ as it was more than their Pro^ 
portion to the common Charge. Thofc who in- 
fift on extending it to them, own that they have 
feen the ftrongeu Reprcfentations againft ir, made 
at the time of the Union . The One Shilling per 
Bufhel, was what they confented to, as it bore 
fin even Proportion tb evicry oxhtx^ota. They 
were to pay no more than Forty Eight *!thou^ 
fand Pounds to the Land Taxy when it fhoulcj 
be Fotar Shillings in the Pound -^ they pay qo 
more than Twenty ^oufand Pounds in lieu of 
the Malt Tax; and the Duty of One Shih- 
ling per Bnfhel on Salt, is the utmoft which 
they can afford to txay, accordiitg to the Wealth 
and Condition of their Country : Infomuch that 
thofc who hare mofl ftrenuoufly infifted on 
the Extenfibn of this Tax dt the largeft Rates 
to Scotland^ have owned in Publick, that fuch 
a Duty of Three Shillings and Four Pence per 
Buihe!, ivould be their utter Destruction. 
In Which cafe, though the A^ ^f Union ha4 
really given them no Exemption, yet the na- 
ttire of Things would entitle them to it. For 
let OS foppofc that they have no legal Right to 
be exempt Aram the Duty of Two and Four, 
iWrj yet woidd* any one be fo monftroufly 
- ■ G z abfurd 
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ahfurd and inhuman^ as to load them with a 
Duty which he confejfes muft end in their 
abfolute Ruin. And yet when the Lawsy the 
^Faitb of Nations^ and the Honour of Parlior- 
ment^ are all dire£tly againft this Propofitionj 
nay more, when thofe who propofe it acknow-- 
ledge that it is To unreafonable^ and that* it wouM 
be fo ruinous*^ (hall this illegal and unequi-' 
table Point be dill inflfledon, to defeat t\\c main 
^efiion^ and to diftrefs the Reprefetitatives of 
Scotland? 

By the ASl of Union^ the Scots were to be 
exempted, for Seven Tears^ from all Duties 
whatever on Home-made Salt', after which, in 
the Terms of this Treaty, they confented to 
pay the Duties levied in England^ with this 
Exception j thefe arc the exprefs Words of the 
Mighth Jrticley " That Scotland fliall, after the 
*' faid Seven Years, remain exempted from the 
*^ Duty of Two Shillings and Four Pence impo- 
*^ fed on Home Salt^ by an Aft made in Eng^ 
^^ land in the Ninth and Tenth Years of King 
f « miliam the Third of England^ 

The Pretence then to defeat the Stipulation 
is, that this Aft hath been repealed j and there- 
fore that the Exemption, which only could 
bear relation to the Duty in that Aft, could 
not be claimed with Regard to a Duty im- 
j)ofcd by any other Aft. But to this the /fo* 
Tiourahte Per Jon in the^ Jdminifiration unanfooer'- 
ably reply'd, " If taking off any Duty impo- 
*' fed by former* Afts, under which the Scots 
^* were entitled to an Exemption, and laying on 
^ the Duty ag^n by a' new Aft, will avoid 

« the 
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*• the Claim of Exemptidn^ ivhy then it is 
*' in our Power to defeat every Exemption 
*^ which the Scots^ zrc entitled ro by the Union j 
" for it is but ceppaling : the Aft that im- 
*' pofed the Duty from which. they claim an 
*^ Exemption, and then in a Year or two af- 
^' ter wards impofing the feme Duty by another 
^' Aft. From hence there will at once be an 
'^ end of all Pretence to Exemptions in fa- 
*' vour to Scotland^ from the Duties which 
*^ they are not able, and which they ought 
*' not to bean" 

- , . I • ' . ... 

. The .Aft of the pth and loth Years of King 
:fFUliam the Thh-d, mpofei this ^ijio Shillings 
-and Four Pence .for ever : The ^xofs^ in fti- 
pulatingthis Exemption from the Duty, muft 
.mean ta exen^t tbemfehes for, • ever . And 
when: .ticevagrecd: by the A^ of Union, thai 
they Jbould remain exempt for ever from this 
Duty J fhallwe, in the Year 1730, come and 
cafe our fehrcsof it for » Teari that by this Pre- 
tence of having repealed the' Aft. of King 
JVUlidm^ we may, inL the Year ^3^32^ load the 
S.cats with ^luo. Sbiliingj and' .Fvur Pence per 
Bufliel, from which othcrwife they had a Right 
of . Exemption i Shall •• we Jeafc oar felves One 
Te0ri^ off.What'wcihavedb long ipaid 5 to load 
them for Three Tears ^ with what tha^ never paid, 
opr ought to 'pay? . ' • 

The Treaty of Union tccitcs theyStatUte of the 
pth and I och of King fFiiliam the ^hird^ ina 
defirip^ve Manner j not asjf thp Being of the 
A^io referred to was. a/Cohdition or Limita- 
i\qif Q^ Scotland* % Execiption.. And rto quibble 
;"> ^ the 
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the Sv9ts out of their Fundanuntal Rights by 
this learned Cbtcanery^ is a Manner of treating a 
great Peopie, which I cannot but think alto* 
eether new and ftrange , to fpeak of it in the 
lofteft Tcraii. 

Scotland is a Kingdom fo much in our 
Power, that it becomes us in Honour, it con- 
cerns the Faith, the Juftice and Glory of this 
Kingdom to confider them always with the 
greatefl Equity. They h^ve put themfelves in- 
to our Hands, it was done at ourownlntreaty, 
and for our great Benefit, as it hath apparent- 
ly proved, and ' as ef en ihc adverfe Party have 
confefled. : Whatever Tendcrncfs is due then 
£rom the ftrong to the wcat\ whatever gene- 
rous Regsud and Humanity can be due to thofe 
who have fubjefked themfelves to our. Power, 
'tis due in the higheft degree ^o the PeofU af 
Scotland. 

• ' ' r 

Befides, Siry fl^ould we tax the Piofie of 
Scotland more than thtirjufi ^uota and Propor- 
tion, more than their * Country can aiFord to 
pay, how can we think it would ever be paid ? 
The MaiLt T aIx was a flagrant Proof hov^ 
vain and fruttle(s all fbch Attempts muft be. 
The Scots were by the S[reaty of Union Rehired 
exempt from that Tvkdimng the H^ar^ akd this 
was granted them, becaufe the Britijk^afk^ 
imagined that t\ic Malt Tax would end with the 
War. Whfeti.the War ended, the MaU iax 
was ftill ueceflary, and ftill railed M Mn^lamL 
And many Pfeople clamoured, ^ What, wtU not 
^^ Scotland, fscf its Quota to the commoii 
<* C3xargp,'.«ircn.. in Tsmes of Peae^'t Th* 

Cla- 



[S3] 

Clamour pijcvailed s the Malt Tax was cxtciKfed 
tp Scotland. And what then? Why^ no Mini- 
ftcr cooid ever raife it. Under feveral fucceflivc 
Adminiftrations of all Complexions, it was. 
yearly imp^fed by Parliament^ but never could 
be levied on the People. Ac kngtb when it 
came to be enforced, it put that part of Great 
Britain into . a general and violent Convulfion: 
The People rofe in Arm% artd were almoft ripe 
for Rebellion, in the Conclufion> no Malt 
Taifi <:ould,be drawn from Scotland i we were, 
forced to compound with thcit Nation for Ihaenty 
T'houfand P&unds per Amnn. And this may 
fliew how difficult and hazardous it is to bur- 
then the People of N^tb Britain with more 
than they are able to bear, , 

Thofe who contend for this unequal Impfition. 
on Scotland^ exptcfs the higheft Satisfaftron in 
the Union J they rejoice in it, and they hope 
t^iat it will always, continue : fiat ill do fnch 
Profcffions agree with Attempts of this nature j 
which did they fa{:ceed, might enda^er the 
Union^ and affect the Alliance^ which is of 
fuch vaft Importance^ of focb efl^ntial Concern 
to the Peace and Being of thefe Nations. 

• ■ * 

It was therefore with great Satisfaftion, that 
I obferved the Equity ^nd Candor of a Learned 
and HoNoijRABiJE Person, wbofe AfFediion 
for the prefent Eftablifliment is not to be 
<pjeftioned, and who is not fafpefted of any 
undue Partiality to the Pcrfons at prefent ia 
Power; that though hewa? not willing to 
comply with the main ^nefiion for renewing 
the Salt Dutyj yet that he declared againiiaay 

Attempt 
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Attempt to extend it to Scotland^ as a Brtiach 
of Faith, a Violation of the Union. And as 
the Honourable Perfon in the Adminifiration 
declared, it was much more generous and candid 
in any one to conclude again ft the main Pro^ 
pofition on a full Examination of its Merits, 
than to embarrais the Enquiry with zfeconiary 
^eftion^ fo unjuft in its nature, purt>ofely 
deiigned to divert the Attention of the Publick 
from that which chiefly ought to be confldered, 
and to diftrefe thofe Gentlemen who were moft 
nearly concerned, that they might not be at Li'* 
berty to aS according to their Sentiments. 

Another Clamour raifed againft this Relief 
to the poor Freeholder s^ was,- that it would be' 
incbnfiftcnt with the Honour of a Britijh Par-' 
lian^ent^to revive a Tax which they had thought 
proper to take off about Two Tears ago. The 
Amount of which Argument will be, that 
though the Parliament find by Experience, 
that taking off any particular Tax is of no Eafc 
or Benefit to the People 5 yet that it is incon- 
iiftcnt with their Honour to lay it on again, 
when they find that taking it off hath not 
anfwer'd, ^nd cannot anfwer the Ends which 
they propofed when they thought fit to re- 
move it. 

Had the Land Tax flood in Competition with 
the Salt Tax two Years ago, doubt lefs the 
Houfe of Commons would have preferred the for- 
mer. Can any one think that they who thought 
the Salt Tax fit to be taken off, would not have 
thought the Land much more fit to be relieved ?' 
It becomes a Parliament, as much as it does « - 

z Private 
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Private Man, to take Counfel from Experience \ 
and they have feen that the Rcmiffion of the 
$alt Duty had no good EfFcd, however well 
intended. It gave no Eafe^ it obtained no 
Thanks-, the Remiflion was neither felt in 
lowering the Price of Goods at Market, nor in 
raijing the Value of Lands. Is it then incon- 
fiftent with the Honour of Parliament, to give 
Relief in the higheft Infiance poffible ? They do 
not revive the Salt Hax as it ftood before it was 
repealed, accompanied with a STwo ShillingLand 
Tax J but they revive it to abate One Shilling 
in the Pound on the Lands of England : And 
this will never be thought an Inconfiftencyj 
becaufe they would have done it even Two Tears 
ago, as well as at this Time, had they then pof- 
feffed the fame Opportunity. 

As far as I can colleft from my Oblcrva- 
tions on the Sentiments of thofe who aft in 
conftant Oppofition to the Miniftors, They think 
that the Landed Interest fhould never be 
eafed, and that the diftreJfedWeebolders ought to 
bear all the Burthens of this Country. It hath 
even been aflerted, that a Ten Shilling 
Land Tax, as it would raife Five Millions An-' 
nually^ would, if it were laid in Lieu of all other 
Duties, be the mofl equal Rate of raifing Money 
on the Sub jeft. I will advife you, *SVr, if ever 
the Author of this Propojition^ happens to be 
trufted with the Finances, which at prefent is 
not indeed much to be feared, that you imme* 
diately fell your Lands, if it be poffible, at. any 
Rate, rather than keep them ; for you will by 
this Means Starve in the Pofleffion of a largq 
Eftatc. If l^^i^your Land happens to be Mort' 

H . - gagechy^ 
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gaged^ or fubjc6t to Jointures and Annuities 5 
if the other half goes in a Land ^ax \ and if 
your Farms be lett upon Long Leafes^ as it very 
often happens^ fo that you cannot raife your 
tlents 5 for God's Sake, Sir^ what will you 
have left to live on ? What muft buy you and 
your Children Bread ? All the Country Gentle^ 
men of fmall Eftates, and I fear, not a few with 
large ones, muil: go to Court, as they do in 
other Countries, and implore the Mercy of the 
King to take their Eftates into his own Hands* 
None but Monefd Men can thrive under fiich 
Meafures % for their Properties pay no Taxcs^ 
yet even ^hey muft Starve : For, Sir^ when once 
this Ten Shilling Land Tax ihall 
make the Gentlemen and the F^r^srs run away 
from tbelr Lands and their Houfes^ as if they 
were vifited with a Plague^ who muft be left 
toraife the Corn for onr Bready to feed the Cattle 
for our Foody or fhear their l^ool for our 
Cloatbs? 

I have heard it objefted to this Abatement 
of the Land "Tax^ That we (hould never abate 
a Tax which Gentlemen dejire to bear. But 
who told the Objc&ors, that the Gentlemen and 
Freeholders of this Country ever defired to bear 
the Land ^ax ? Can any Argument of this kind 
be drawn from the Difpoution of thofe who 
oppofe it in Parliament? Suppofe that there 
ihould be One Hundred and Fifty Members of 
the Houje of Commons willing to bear One Shil- 
ling in the Pound on their Lasds, rather than 
have a Salt Tax; what can we infer from hence, 
but that Men of large Eftates^ from ^'wo and 
^ree to Ten Th(fufand Pounds per Jnnumy can 
a cafily 
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caiily afford to gratify any Optnim or Huptour? 
Bat will this prove, that Gentlemen of Eftatcs 
under One ^oufand Pounds^ per jtnnum^ do not 
greatly want apd defire an Abatement of the 
£^nd I*ax ? Men of great Properties do not feel 
the Weight and Grievance of Taxes 5 nor di(l 
I ever hpar the Propofition of a Ten Shili^ing 
Hate on theLands^ but from a Person who var 
lued himfelf for naving Nine Thousands per 
jlhnum. 

Another admirable Argpment againft eafing 
Vou the Freeholders of this Kingdom, is, that 
^the lifter your faxes are^ the greater Danger you 
are in: ^at cafy, imperceptible "faxes are the 
"worft of all faxis^ becauff the People are not fuf* 
ficiently alarmpd at them^ and uneafy under them. 
A very hopefiri Scheme, in pruthi that the poor 
People of this Country muft be taxed in the 
^oit grievous manner, and loaded withOppreP- 
jGons, that they may be always murmuring at 
-the common ChargCj and more unable to bear 
it'. One would thmk, that our modern Patriot}^ 
like our ancient Princes^ inftead of thinking 
them/elves made for. the People^ imagine that the 
People are made purely for them 5 jjnd that there 
is fip publick Virtue . in the Kingdom, whilft 
tljere' is any publick Happiqefs or S.atisfaftion 
rcfnaining. But t hope that we fhall always 
jchufe for our Managers, thofe who would make 
us i happy ^ and not a diJfcdnfentedPeoiplc ; Thofe, 
whofeTntereft it is to eafe ourBurthens, and not 
to lay intolerable Loads upon us. It is a dread- 
ful Cafe indeed, when fome Men think the Con- 
ftftution would be in Danger fronx \eafy^ imper* 
ceptibk Taxes 3 and arc againft all l^lief to the 

- ■ Hz People^ 
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People, becaufc it produces Good-mtt to the 
Adminidration. 

A mighty Objection to the Salt Tax, is the 
Number of Officers added to the Revenue, whofe 
Influence may add to the Power of the Crown. 
Why, iJ/V, it is a fpecial Mercy, and I hope 
Providence will long continue it to us, that the 
Cfown hath any Powers whilft thdfe who arc 
for divefting it of all Strength, would tax oUr 
Xands at Ten Shillings i» the Pounds and 
make us pay the mqft grievous TaxeSy becaufe w# 
Jo notfufficiently feel thofe which we are already 
.charged with. I have, Sir^ feen a Four Shilling Land 
Jtapc and a Salt Office both fubfifting together 5 
the Liberties of the Peupie Were in no Danger 
from them, and will not, I truft, be aficaed by 
.Six Hundred Officers at any time. No Perfon in 
,the jldminijlration ever thought of a Ten 
Shilling Land Tax-, and if he fhould^ I 
!believe he muft raife Sixty J^oufand Men in Arms 
to colle£t it. At prefent I hope the Number of 
^Officers will be judged no more than are necct 
iary for the Management, nor any ways grieV 
.vous to the People, efpecially fince they are an 
Eafe to the Taxes of thofe Countries, where 
they pay all the Proportions of Charge to the 
Community J and by being employed in the 
Revenue, are many of them, efpecially the mojl 
numerous and loweft Sort of them, preferved 
Vrom falling to the Care of their Parijhes. 

. To fcatter terrors on this Occafion, . much 
Declamation hath been made ufe of againft a 
gen^r^l Excife » as if the neceflary Funds to be 
provided in Eafe of the Land Tax, muft intro- 
duce 
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dut^e a general Emfe. This the Graftfman hath 
riaved at in triht, and his Patrons hav6 not 
blufhed to do it in Places, where fuch Fallacies 
^ere not altogether fo becomingly introduced. 
Every one know§j that thofe Taxes which pub- 
lick Nec^fllty hath l^ijj.upgn tht Importation of 
Commodities^ hath been the liipft grievous Bur- 
then of the Britijh Commerce. All Home Con- 
fiimption ought to be taxed 5 but the Produce 
of our Colonies brought hither hath a vaft DiG- 
advantage in paying Duty upon being landed, 
and receiving Drawbacks on beinff exported. 
All Goods imported are more or leB fubjeO: fo 
this Grievance: And all Duties paid theGbvern- 
inent on Importation, colt the Government T'^^ 
jp^r Cent, for prompt Pay nieht. In many Ca- 
fes, if the Commodity be entcr'd for Re-expof^ 
iation'y Within a certain Time, the Fa£lor claims 
a Drawback oi the entirk Duty^ andl thus the 
Premium which was allowed him on prompt 
i'ay nient, . is abfolutely and entirely loft to the 
Publick: By which the Nation, as theCuftom^ 
now.ftahd, aftually loses Ten per Cent, oti 
divers Branches of our Commerce. Befides, the 
Charges of Commtjffipn, £5?^. to the Planters 
and merchants of bur Colonies,- which tliey 
muft allow their Faftors here for the Tfan&£ti- 
Gn pf their Bufinefe at the Cufiom-Houfey are a 
great Load upon their Trade. \*. 

Other Inconveniences arife from the Duties 
being paid on" Importation, and Drawbacks al- 
lowed^ on exporting then> again.. Numbcrlels 
iPrauds are comrrjitted. The clandeftine Run- 
^i^S of Goods is greatly encouraged, by this 
TMethbd^ which if changed,, the Peopje might 
be CQnfiderably*cafcd, as tvcll at Home as in our 

Colo- 



I6z] 

Colonics Abroad. WJjo then will be the Suf- 
ferer, or who will have Caufe to compUin a- 
gainft reafonable Methods for improving the 
Revenue, and eafing the People, by turning tl^ 
mofl: burthenfome of the Cuftotns on Importa.* 
tion, into Excifes upoQ Home Confumption? 
Our Liberties caii be in no Danger from fuchi 
Excifes : They may be as fafe in this Kingdom^ 
as in the Republick of Holland^ under the fame 
Regulations : And none will be affeded by this 
Alteration, but thofe littU^ mercenary Factors^ 
who from the Lujt of Lucre would have thefe 
Cuftoms continued, againft the Intereft of Trade, 
againft the Eafe of the People, merely that they 
may have the pivaU Advantage of Premiums 
on Prompt Payment^ and Gommiflions for tranP- 
a£bing Bufincft at the K:^upom'Houfe. But this I 
jam perfuaded wijil have fo little Weight with 
the PeopU (?/ England, againft their general Ad* 
vantage, that I rather bielieve they will defpifi 
the. Clamours, and rejeSl the Per Jons of thpfe who 
oppofe a common Good from any fuch fordid 
Moti'Oes \ cfpecially where there is not the leaft 
Thought of any general Excife^ nor any Ten- 
dency to it, nor any Increafe of Officers propo- 
faj, that may endanger the Liberties of the 
People. . 

But then it is loudly objefted, that thefe 
Improvements of the Revenue Would increafe 
the Civil Lift Funds to an enormous degree* It 
hath been invidioujly faid, that the King hath 
already more than Eigit Hundred ^houfard 
'Pounds per Jnnum I that he hath had the AC- 
fiftancc of Parliament for the Sum of One 
Hundred and Fifteen ^houfand Pounds on acr 
count of Deficiencies. To this the ffonourabk 
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PerfoM in tU Jdmimjration rcply'd, aof], I 
thinkjWithoUtthePoffibility of anyReiUrn, *'If 
^ the Land Tax were to be eafed in future 
^ Years, by Improvements of the Cuftoras, 
^ how was it poffible that the Civil Lift codld 
^ have any Benefit from hence, fince the Sur-- 
^ pluffes above the prefeht Produce mull be 
** applied in Eafe of the Land 5 and He affirm- 
<« ed, that if the State of the Ciml Lift Re^ 
* venue fliould be examined, it would be fat 
** from * appearing in any formidable Light y in- 
" fomuch that if than very Sum of One Hun- 
" dred and Fifteen Thoujhnd Pounds^ which Was 
<* fo invidioufly taken f^otice of, fhould be 
*^ added to the Produce af the Civil Lift Re- 
*' venue for the laft Four Tears^ it would not 
*^ make the King's Revenuie airioutit in thofc 
*« Years to Ei£ht Hundred Tboufand Pounds per 
^^ jfnnuPm*^^ f^i" then was this Revenue front 
"*' being grievoufly ex J)itatit, that the King 
" did not receive that'<eUm which the Parlia- 
<^ ment it felf had engaged to compleat in his 
'^ Favour. 

I have now. Sir, laid the whole State of 
this tedious Controverfy before you. It now 
jappears to you, what Eafe this Abatement of 
the Land Tax will prove to Yourfelf, and to 
all the Freeholders in the Kingdom j you fee 
how determined the Adminiftration have been 
to procure it for you ^ how much Oppoiition 
they have chofcn to encounter, that they might 
obtain this Indtilgelice to the Landed Intereft^ 
as alfo how different a Spirit breathes in them, 
and in their Adverfaries. The Ministers, Sir^ 
are follicitous that you ihould be charged with 
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